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excepted,—veiled his divinity in hunanity, and
was made in all things like unto his brethren.
And 1 feel myself happy, that I can, positively,
prove himn to be, as truly, and properly man, as
he is truly, and properly God.  Not mercly from
a few far-fetched arguments, which require the
aid of sophistry to make them appear plausible;
but upon the solid ground of Scripture. And my
happiness, in being able to prove this, does not
arise, particularly, fx om the gratification of refut-
ing those who have opposed this cowmfortable
truth. No, it flows from a higher, and nobler
source ;—from a consolatory view of my own soul’s
salvation, by the dear Iinmanuel. For if he 1s
not very Man, as well as very God, he cannot
save poor lost man.—Take away the humanity of
Christ, and my eternal all is at stake; equally as
.nuch so, as it divested of his divinity. But, for
over adored be that dear, and lovely name, he is
TaimaxvrL! O soul-ravishing word! God-with-us !
(O wonderful condescension! wonderful union!
His name is called Woxperrer, and well it may:
for, O what wonders meet in his adorable Person!
1 sce him made a little lower than the angels!—
[n my nature, that he might become my surety—
made wnder the law, that he might redecem them
that were under the law., This powerfully argucs
the necessity of lLis being very Man—Tor the
sowd that sinneth shall die; he must therefore
have soul and body, like unto his brethren, and
thus be made under the law, that he might, as the
mighty God, the great high Priest of his pcople,
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offer, upon the altar of his divinity, sou/ for soul,
body for body : an infinite satisfaction to Divine
Justice ; as it was offered by an infinite God ; and,
as the divinity and humanity coustitute but one
Person, the latter, alone by virtue of this uniou,
is exalted to an equality with the former: hence
his blood is, with the strictest propricty, called
the Blood of” Gud, by which his people are ever-
lastingly redeemed! (Acts xx. 28.)

Keep in view this wonderful wnion of the twe
natures, and the consequent exaltation of the fu-
man nature to an equality with the Divine, while
I am proving the real humanity of the blessed
JEsts.  And that he was truly and properly man.
appears undeniably plain,

First, from his heing ade flesh.  In Timothy
iii. 10. the apostle, lost in contemplation, and
overcome with amazement, breaks out in this
emphatic, and expressive language, ““ And without
controversy great is the mystery of godliress :
God was manifest in the flesh” Now, if his soul
was his divinity, and his body lLis humanity, the
subject is comprehensible and plain, and the mys-
tery ceases,  But he must have more than a mere
body to ve man, and more than a sowl to be the
ixriNire Goo,  Ior observe here, not a ¢ Di-
vine soul,” a something that pre-existed with God
in humman shape, but Gopo, the erear Gop Jim-
selfy was manifest in the flesh. A mystery this,
so sublime and inexplicable, that it will not admit
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of anv controversv. ““ All that we can compre-
hend of it, is, that he was #ruly (Vod, veiled in
human flesh.”  The Word was made flesh and
dwelt ameng us. (Johun 1. 14.) It is with a solemn,
and heart-telt reverence that [ now treat this sub-
ject. My dear hearers! I dare not presume to
define God! Or to say what the Errrxarn Es-
sexce1s! I dare not presume to say that the
ArLt-seeING Gop, bLefore whom my soul now
stands with trembling, yet affectioncte awe, 18
nothing wore than a * Divine soul.” lle has not
oiven me such an authority in his word : but I am
hereby authorized to declare him, though the
eternal God, yet very dan-——made ¥1Esv.  And
this word fiesh implies more than a Lwman body.
It unplies man, perfectly man, the whole of man,
both soul and body : and this T can make undeni-
ably evident, by other passages of Scripture, where
the same word occurs, and where it cannot, cos-
sistent with good sense, imply any thing ress than
perfectly man, both soul and body.  In Matthew
xxiv. 22. The Lord saith, “ Except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be
caved.” And, now, I would ask, when God saves
sinners, does he save only the bouy ? Are not
the souls of hi~ people saved as well as their bo-
dies 2 Surely thev are. Again, in John xvii. 2.
What does the blessed Jesus intend by the word
flesh ® ¢ As thou hast given him power over all
flesh."—Dare ycu to say that he does not intend
all men? No, you dare noi—consistent with
good sense you cannot—for the word flesh here,
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incontestibly, means man, the whole of man, both
soul and dody.

Ilence, vou find it will not do to argue, that
the word flesh means ounly the dedy ; the passages
I have already quoted clearly prove the centrary.
But, 1t 1t 15 possible to make 1t still more evident,
that fiesh in the Scriptures, very frequently im-
plies both scud and body, 1 can refer you to a
Seripture that will do it; which you will find
written 1 Genesis vi, 12. “ (God looked upon the
earth, aud Lehold it was corrupt: for «ll fiesh
had corrupted his way upon the earth.” And
now, (hristians, 1 appcal to your own experi-
ence ; what are corrupted 7 your hodies onlyr Alas!
painful experience daily convinces you, tuat your
very souls are mmpregnated with every thing that
can be called corrupt and abominable. (Matthew
xv. 19.) But blessed be the Lord! Though our
souls are corrapt, the soul of Christ, which,
THROUGH THE ETrERvAL Sririt, he made an of-
fering for sin, was without spo¢ or blenash. Heb,
ix. 14, compared with Isaiah liii. 16, will plainly
demonstrate, that the soul of Christ was a human
soul, like unto the souls of his brethren, except
sin.  Lor observe, it was not the Iiternal Spiri:
that was off ered, but through the Eternal Spirit,
he oficred himself, or made his sou/ an offcring for
sin.  And as it was the Kternal Spirit, or the
Eruixan Gop, that made the ofivring, it is zre2-
NaLLy cilicacious, and meriterious; and most gio-
riou.ly pives influite satisfaction to infinite justice!
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'Thereforc, upon this ground, it is established
as an undeniable fact, that Christ is wery Man,
and very Gnd in one Person.

He took upon him a body perfectly human, like
unto his brethren. (Hebrews x. 5.) Speaking, in
his mediatorial character, to the Yather, he refers
to the ancient settlement of Divine love, v the
everlasting coveunant, and saith, “ Sacrifice and
offering thou wouldst not, but a dody hast thou
prepared me.”  Some, probably, may be ready to
exclaim, ¢ We believe he had a human body, of
which he plainly speaks in this passage; but he
does not so much as intimate, that he has a human
soul: he expressly speaks of his body, and nothing
else.”—It1s very clear to me, that by the term
body, we are here to understand the whole of hu-
man nature : but admitting that it nuplies on/y his
body, distinct from the soul; does it argue that
lie 1s destitue of a soul” shall we say that he has
no soul, hecause he does not expressly mention
it in this one particular parsage? We might as
well argue, that he has no human body, because,
in some other passages, he wentious only his soul.

r, that he has no bhumanity, becausc he fre-
quently speaks only of his diviuity.

Thiz nwoble sentence, ¢ hody hast thou prepared
me. 1s beautifully expressive of his infinite con-
descension, 1n dwelling in hmnan flesh: the word
was made flesh and dwelt, or tabernacled, among
us. Compoarve this with our text. and vou ecan
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not be so inconsistent as to deny that he had a
soul, a real human soul, as well as body. A
BODY HAST THOU PREPARED ME! What does it
mean: The text informs you: In all things it
behoved hine to be made like unto his brethren.
And have not his brethren Awman souls, as well
as bodics 7 Ts not the soul one grand, and essen-
tial constituent of our nature, w hereby we are
distinguished from the brute creation? And whose
nature did the Lord of glory take upon him? “ Not
the nature of angels” but of his brethren ; and
as his brethren, all, indiscriminately, possess Au-
man souls, he must, upon necessity, have a human
soul !

8. That he might he in all things like unto his
brethren, he took upon him flesh and blood, which
are essential constituents of human nature. * For-
asmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himsclf, likewise, took part of the
same.” And this blood, in itself considered, se-
parate from his Divine nature, was properly Au-
man ; but In union with it, is, virtually, the dlosd
of God ! Here we see the necessity of the two na-
tures, constituting one person : because it is only
by such an amazing union, that his blood can be
really the blood of God. TFor God, in himself,
cannot bleed, and suffer. Omnipotence can never
bend and groan beneath a heavy load; neither
an the Divine essence bleed. God is a Spirit,
and a spirit hath no blood to shed, no body to be

Cc
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martyred. As the blessed Jesus himself declared,
immediately after his resurrection: proving his
real humanity, (Luke xxiv. 39.) “ Behold my
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle
me and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones
as ye sec me have.” And, what alone renders his
blood so efficacious, in atoning for sin, is, the
union of the two natures: for though in its own
nature, simply considered, it is human blood, yet,
the union of the Divirne nature with the human,
renders it as truly, and properly, the blood of
God, as if Deity itself had bled and suffered!
for as tbe human nature is one with the Divine,
it must be exalted to an equality with it; there-
fore, as Mr. BERRIDGE, observes :

“ Blood of the human friend.
The blood of God is nam’d.”

And as a greater than Le, to whom he has refer-
ence, “ God-—hath purchased the church with his
own blood.” (Acts xx. 28.) What strong conso-
lation this, to those who have fled for refuge, to
lay hold of the hope sct Lefore them! Have /u-
man souls offended: the sacrifice is offered in
human nature ! Is itannfinite oftence, and does
it require infinite satisfaction: The sacrifice is
offered up by the wnjinitc God!

4. To be made like unte his brethren, he passed
the angelic nature by, and took upon him the
seed of Abraham. Angels bad fallen, but no sal-
yation was provided, wrought out, and accomn-
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plished for them! He passed them by, while man,
more rebellious than they, (O amazing free and
distinguishing grace) became the object of that
great salvation, which he so fully accomplished
by his agonizing death! For the accomplishment
of which, he assumes our nature. The angelic
nature would not have been sufficient ; no adequate
compensation could, therein, have been made for
crimes perpetrated by men. The very nature of
the delinquents must be assumed, to make a per-
fect atonement for their sins. Man had offended,
and of man satisfaction was required—an imnfinite
satistaction, therefore the infinite God became
man, that, in the very nature of the offenders, he
might give a plenary, and infinite satisfaction to
offended justice. For verily he took not on him
the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed
of Adbraham—the seed of David, (Hebrews ii. 16.
Romans i. 8.)

And if" Abraham’s seed, a huma soul he musé
have ; or he could not be properly his seed.  1or
who are, or what is, the seed of Abranam, and
of David? The word S7eouacs, translated seed,
signifies, an offspring of the same nature, breed,
and quality. So that Christ, as man, was ot the
natural seed of Abraham; and yer, by a miracui-
ous conception in the virgin's womnb, was witpront
spot or blemish !

Now, as the ETFRYAL Worp took upon him
the seed of Abraham; it must be reduced to an
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incontestable truth, with those who will allow words
their evident signification, that he must, in conse-
quence, take upon him a human soul and body ;
for destitute of either, he could not be man ; as
these are the two grand and necessary consti-
tvents of manhood: and if not man, he could
not be of the seed of Abraham; for who are the
seed of Abraham but men? In Romans iv. 16.
we read of the promise being sure to all the seed :
the spiritual seed of Abraham—the children of
the promise—possessed of precious souls : and
these are the brethren of Christ, that he was made
like unto, in all things. Like them he was of
Abraham’s seed, like them he was truly man, and
like them he had a soul, and ledy, which consti-
tuted his fuman nature.

When Eve bore Seth, she called him her srED:
¢ God,” said she, *‘ hath appointed me another
seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew, (Genesis
iv. 25.) and, had not Seth a human soul? Paul
declared himself of the seed of Abraham, (Romans
xi. 1.} and had not Paul a human soul? Then,
as it is demonstrated, by indubitable evidence,
that Cluist is of the seed of Abraham, shall we
be so aisurd as to :ay that he had no Auman soul!
If Pau! had a human soul, so had Christ, for
they were both of the same seed, race, and pos-
teritv. What wonders ineet in his person—Abra-
ham’s seed, yet Abraham's God! The God of
Diavid, vet David’s offspring !
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That righteous branch, that fruitful bough,
Is David’s root, and of5pring too. Wa:ts.

A paradox this, inexplicable to all, except those
who have a view of Christ as Gop and MAYN, In
one Person, and such only can rightly under-
stand, and resolve the question, put by the blessed
Jesus, to the gain-saying Jews; “ If David, then,
called him Lorp, how is he his son?” (Matthew
Xxil, 45.)

Is it necessary to say any thing more in de-
fence of Christ's REAL humanity? Shall I proceced
any farther in the investigation of a subject,
upon which the word of God is so clearly de-
cisive? Infallible evidence has already been de-
duced from the Sacred Pages, upon which ground
I glory in proclaiming the blessed Jesus, vERry
MAN; which none can possibly refute, without giv-
ing God’s word the lie! Nevertheless, effectually
to stop the mouth of every gain-sayer, and to
triumph without fear, or controul, in him, who was
“made in ALt TuINGs like unto his brethren,”
I proceed,

To produce plain scriptural assertions, that po-
sitively declare Christ to have a human soul. Read
in Isaiah liii. 10, 11. Matthew xxvi. 33. John
xit. 27. 'lhe prophet saith, “ When thou shalt
make his sovur. an cffering for sin, he shall sec his
seed—nhe shall see of the travail of his souL, and
shall be satisfied;” and Jesus, when his soul was
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in travail, bitterly exclaimed, ¢ My sovrL is ex-
ceeding sorrowful even unto death.” Probably
some may reply, “ It was a piviNe soul” I
would only ask such persons, where they find
such an extraordinary term? Not in the Word of
God, I am positive; no such a term ever occur
in that blessed book. Divire soul! Unmeaning
term! Equally as wnmeaning, as it is unscrip-
tural. Doth Isaiah say his pivi~e soul 2 Does
Christ say my pIvINE soul ? No, the word soul,
is used by both, without any epithet. To under-
stand it aright then, we have only to ask the
mecaning of the word sour..  Which, by consult-
ing the Scripture, we shall find invariably implies
a part of Max; the nobler part of man; his death-
Jess part.  And, as tie word has one universal
implication, it wants not the explanatory assist-
ance of any epithet whatever. It is self-explana-
tory, because generally used in the Scriptures, as
having one certain, determinate signification—a
part of man ;—and when we read of Christ’s
sou L, to allow the word its real import, we un-
derstand by it, the nobler part of his humanity,
without which, he could not be truly max.

6. In the days of his bumiliation, he displayed
all the faculties of a Auman soul.

First, Understanding : In which we are told
he increased. And as the Eternal God, who 1s
infinite in wisdom, he could not increase in that
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faculty : it follows, then, unavoidably, that he had
human understanding, in which, as man he in-
creased ; therefore must have a fuman soul.

Secondly, He had a human wi//, which he speaks
of, as distinct from the Divine will: (LLuke xxii.
42.) Not my will but thine be done. If he had
not possessed a human will, what could he intend,
by saying, “ Nor mvy wirL:” As the eternal
God, of one essence with the Father, his wi// shall
be done on earth, as itis in heaven. DBut hcre
he speaks of a will, in subordination to the will
of heaven; and must be a Ahuman will, which,
though not contrary to, is clearly distinguished
from the will of God.

Thirdly, e possessed human affections, and,
as a man, loved Martha, and her sister, and La-
zarus; (John xi. 5.) and in the 85th, 36th, and
38th verses of the same chapter, he discovers the
most prominent marks of love, and concern for
Lazarus, as a man. When coming to the grave,
Jesus wept :—he groaned in Spirit, and was trou-
bled ; the strongest indications these, of Auman
affection ; which he discovered to such an affect-
ing degree, that the Jews, touched with the melt-
ing scene, were constrained to cry, ‘“ Behold how
he loved him I’ Moreover we read of “ that dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved.” What does it meanr
As the great God, did he love him superior to his
other disciples? Or to any onc of his dear peo-
ple? Impossible. Christ, as God-man Mediator,
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loves me as well as he does Paul. He loves you,
who have the root of the matter in you, as well
as he does Paul, or Peter, or John, or any other
of his dear people; for they are all loved with
the same love. 'The love, then, that he, in a
peculiar manner, displayed to that beloved disci-
ple, could be, in that sense, no more than Auman
love, which is another proof of his having a Au-
man soul.

Fourthly, As man, with his whole soul, he of-
fered up prayers and supplications, with strong
crying and tears, unto him that was able to save
him {rom death, and was heard, in that he feared.
And his, certainly, were not hypocritical pray-
ers—he prayed with his whole heart, which like
wax, melted in the midst of his bowels. (Psalm
xxii. 14.)

Fifthly, e felt pity and compassion as a man.
When he saw Jerusalem in such a degenerated
and destructive condition, Hewept over it ! With
tears trickling down from his eyes of pity, he
poured out this bitter lamentation ; ** O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and ston-
est them that.are sent unto thee : how often would
I have gathered thy children together, as a hen
doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye
would not.” Asa prophet he would have gathered
that nation together, but they stoned him, as they
bad done all the prophets sent unto them. Har
ine the compassicnate feelings of a man, he wep
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over them. Like Jeremiah, when he cried, Oh
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a founs-
tain of tears, that I might weep day and right for
the slain cf the daughter of my people! (Jeremiah
ix. 1.) As a prophet, Jeremiah wept over Jeru-
salem—and as a prophet, sent, first, unto the Jews,
Jesus wept over them.  The tears, not of Chnist,
as God, but as truly man,

Sivt%{y, When his soul was sunk in sorrow even
unto death, ‘ there appeared an angel from hea.
ven, strengthening him.” (Luke xxii. 45.) His
soul, then, could not be his divinity. His divi-
nity is the everlasting God, and, ¢ Hast thou not
knownt hast thou not heardr that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creater of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither 1 weary £ But the soul
of Christ was strengthened by the angel, and,
therefore, must be properly human.

Finally, Being made in all things like unto his
brethren, he was in all points, tempted as we are,
yet without sin. (ebrews iv. 15.) His Soul wasg
exercised with every kind of temptation: but as
God he could not be tempted. (James i. 13.)
God caniot be tempted with evil. And as God
cannot be tempted, could the soul af Christ be all
the divinity he had-—which was tewpted in alf
points  Lpossible!

But being properly man, in sewl/, as well as
body, cxercised with the saime trials and tempta-
pd
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tions, he is touched with the feeling of our infir-
mities, and knoweth how to succour those that
aie teuipted |

By way of conclusion, I'shall just take notice of
the myterious union of the twe naturcs, as was
proposed ; but need not to enlarge upon it, hav-
ing frequently defended that mest glorious part of
my subject, as occasion offered, uunder the two
foregoing heads of discourse: Therefore I shall
only observe farther, that Christ’s soul being hu-
sman could not render the sacrifice the less effica-
cious: becausc his divinity and humanity are al-
lied in One Persoy, and the mankood, thercby
exalted to an cquality with the (God-head ; not in
nature, but in glory : for in him dwelleth all the
fulness of the God-head bodily! Glorious and
ever biessed union! Though Jesus Christ is truly
man's feliove, (Psalm xxxv. 7.) yet by this union
he s the Man, God's felivwe ! (Zechariah xiii. 7.)
Observe, here, the Yen 18 God’s fellow, the Aan-
hond is equal with the Ged-heed ; which can be
in uo other way, than by an inseparable wnien
between them. And thus it is, that the Lord hath
evalted one chosen out ¢f the people. (Psalm
jxxxic. 19.) The precious Jesus; God and man;
Giod in our unature; who 18 exalted tar above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every nome that is nawed, nct enly in this
werld, bt io that which is to coine! T'o whom be
aseribed, with ti:e Fatlier, and the Spirit, the one
rroE, and onsearcuasLE Gon, all praise, wor-
ship, and adoration, for ever and ever! Amen,



