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tion of God’s mercy, telling them ¢ they will
have an opportunity to repent, to turn to God,
or to pray upon a death bed”? And if he can
deceive men with such a general representation
of the mercy of God as this, no wonder if he
makes a handle of so great an act of mercy as
election, and does deceive some by 1t who were
never chosen to eternal life. e tempted Christ
to presumption, for the evangelist informs us
“ The devil taketh him, and sitteth him on a
pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, if
thou be the Son of God cast thyself down, for
it is written, he shall give his angels charge con-
cerning thee, and in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone.” ‘ Jesus said unto him, it is
written thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God.”
If, then, the devil could thus attack Christ, no
doubt he often attacks such poor creatures as
¢ sinful man” with the same powerful weapons,
saying ‘‘ If you are elected you will be saved,
and if not you will be lost ; it is no use resisting
me, or fighting against sin, indulge your lusts,
give way to the evils of your nature, allow your-
self a little liberty in iniquity.” And where the
grace of election prevent not, these suggestions
are listened to and delighted in. But election is
not dangerous, notwithstanding this; for, in fact,
interest in election is the only security against
Satan’s devices, as Christ says, ““ If it were pos-
sible they shall deceive the very elect;” imply-
ing that it is impossible. And though the devil
makes a bad use of it, (and he makes a bad use
of it because he was not an elect angel, for it is
election keeps angels in heaven; they being



