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elect in Christ, for ever; blessings which they would
never have needed, and which would therefore never
have been given, but for the fall. It is now certain, by
the Scriptures, that God never intended any of Adam’s
race to inherit grace and glory, but through the once
hidden mystery of endless redemption, and by the ever-
lasting righteousness brought in by Jesus Christ, as the
Mediator of the eternal covenant. It must therefore be
utterly useless to spend our time in disputing about what
might have been, since we know it never was designed to
take place. But it is worse than useless to assert that
God gave certain, yea, all spiritual blessings, to his elect,
as unfallen, when the far greater part of them, at least,
could never be enjoyed by them, but through thewr be-
coming objects of mercy and redemption ; and such objects
they never could become, but through the entrance of
moral evil. It is true, God might have shewn grace
without the creature’s becoming sinful, as he has done
in the case of the elect angels; and, by this thought,
divine favour may be illustrated in its freeness and
sovereignty ; but we must not forget, that infinite wisdom
has preferred another way of displaying grace, and which
is the only way in which we are capable of enjoying it by
faith. Therefore, as all spiritual blessings were given in
Christ, as the Mediator of the covenant of redemption,
to all the chosen and eternally adopted sons of God,
according to their election by grace; so those blessings
become the procured right of all the elect, through the
merit of the Mediator’s accomplished work. He s all
and én all.

No. 2. As Christ gave his flesh for the life of the
chosen world; as he came that they might have life more
abundantly; and as his Father sent him that they might
live spiritually and eternally, & avrov on account of him;
so we must admit him to be the procuring cause of their
life, they live, because he lives, who died for them. He
gave his flesh, or himself, as the pactional price of their
life. They have an endless 7ight to live, for whom the
Mediator suffered and died. The eternal Father and his
eternal Son are both united, by this view of the subject,
in the bestowment of life: what the former gives con-
ditionally, the latier procures meritoriously.



