ADAM'S SPIRITUALITY, ANSWERED. o7

same for substance at all times, and in all circumstances.
There cannot be two specifically different images of the
same original.”*

Reply. 'I'his is an argument urged by the yea and nay
gentlemen with lively hope, vea, with strong confidence. It
was employed in the times of L. Weyman, J. Brine, and
Doctor Gill, by the zealous advocates for general exhorta-
tions to the dead, to rise up and walk. Sound argument,
liowever. is none the worse for keeping, it loses nothing by
time. But, that the preceding is sound reasoning, and
conclusive to the purpose intended by it, 1s at present
denied.

1. God’s nature is herein erroneously taken for the
archetype of the ectype formed in believers. The divine
nature 1s, indeed, “immutable,”’” but 1t i1s not the divine
nnage, as is here supposed by Mr. F.

2. That Adam was made in the image of God is evident,
but not in Mr. F.’s sense of the word here given; for the
mutable state of Adam, was no similitude of the immutable
nature of God.

3. A created holiness is no proper resemblance of infinite
and self-existent holiness; but, the latter is what is proper
to God, and 1s Incommunicable to man.

4. God could not communicate to man his essential holt-
ness, whereby he is differenced from all his intelligent
creatures. The images that are made of a man, do not
import a communication of his nature, but of his likeness;
which is accidental and artificial, but not substantial. It
is an image acquired, visible and possessive, standing in
the person of the Son of God; called the image of the
mvisible God, and is imparted to the adopted family of
God

. The God-Man is the image intended by God’s own
umge He was before Adam, and in him is comprehended
the whole assemblage of excellence, natural and spiritual.
The natural and moral image 10 which Adam was created,
was drawn from him; as 1s the evangelical and heavenly
one, to which the elect of God are predestinated to be
conformed.

6. God is immutable in bis nature, butit does not follow
that, what is created after him, must be substantially the
same al all times, and in all circumstances, What 1s
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