ON THE PROMISE, 85

kingdom of our Lord. The highest notion of union now
approved, is union by faith: ¢ the holy nature of faith
unites to Christ,” saith Mr. F. But whence have we this
holy nature, if regeneration be the highest branch of in-
terest and union admitted 7 Our ministers and churches, T
fear, are mostly contented with asserting that, all the
unconverted are under the curse of the law, and that none
of them have any interest in Christ. Offered grace that
may be rejected, and sufficient merit that does not suffice,
are in our day in high request. Blessed are all they, who,
believing in Jesus to the saving of their souls, renounce
all such God-dishonouring notions.

Mr. F.’s notions of union by faith, and no interest before
faith, seem to proceed entirely on the supposition, that
men are chosen on the ground of their believing, ahd that
election is, therefore, conditional. Yet, he says, ¢ It is
granted, that none ever did, or will believe in Christ, but
those who are chosen of God from eternity.” Thus the
gospel with him was yea and nay, to the delight of the
Arminians, as the letters of Mr. Dan 'Taylor witness.
To assert an election of persons from eternity in Christ;
and a consequent redemptionof the same persons exclusively
by Christ, and at the same time to declare that no uncon-
verted sinner is interested in Christ, is egregiously incon-
sistent with the word of God, and contrary to common

SENnse,.

SECTION X,

ON THE PROMISE, AS GIVEN AND RECEIVED.

Ovur author imagined, that God’s promise might be both
general and particular. Hence be has said, “The sense in
which the promise is taken, by what is called appropriat-
ing faith, is not the same as that in which it i1s given (n the
promise itself. As given in the word, the promise 1s gene-
ral, applying equally to one sinner as to another, but as
taken, it is considered as particular, and as ensuring sal-
vation,” %

T'he distinction here made appears to me to be altogether
unscriptural, and consequently injurious and indefensible.
By the promise, he must certainly wean the promise of hte
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