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eternal life believe, in every age and nation, And Mr. F.
says, ‘““None but those who are chosen of God ever will
believe, and that all the rest are sure to perish.” ‘T'hen of
what service can the duty-system be, more than the one it
opposes : on our plan the elect are secured, and on theirs
the rest are sure to perish. It is not needful to prove
men are under condemnation, for by the law is the know-
ledge of sin. It is not requisite to secure salvation, for
there are none saved with it, but who would be as certainly
saved without it. It is God’s covenant that ensures salva-
tion, and provides faith to embrace it.

5. If those, now in misery endless, had applied to Christ
in true faith and love, they would have been saved. But
then we should ask why? Doubtless, because of electing
love, redeeming blood, and quickening, and sanctifying
power; and not on account of their applying to Christ,
apart from the causal influence of such a threefold interest
in salvation. But to write as Mr. F. has here done, is to
lay the whole determination of salvation on the creature’s
faith, and, to exclude the divine persons of the Godhead,
from their peculiar and untransferrable honour, in the great
work of absolute and free salvation by grace. That eter-
nal salvation which is obtainable by faith, is not loscable by
fault. 'The gospel warrants us to believe this,

6. Applying to Christ is but arn effect of saving grace,
and, theretfore, cannot be the cause of any one’s being in a
saved state, Mr. F.’s reasoning supposes that salvation is
provided in Christ for all, or for none; but, that as the
acts of the creature determine, so the concluston proves, as
to particular persons. Thescripture says, God worketh all
things according to his own will, but this represents him as
working according to the will of his sinful creatures.
canuot help giving preference to the scriptural representa-
tion. See my reply to the first quotation made in the
former Section, on the idea of applying to Christ, or to
(xod by him.

7. Mr. F. says, < the lost man was not bound to trust
that Chirist would save him, whether he believed in him or
not: that there was no such promise; but, an explicit
declaration to the contrary.”

1. Tt is explicitly declared that, he that believeth not
shall be damned ; but, this cannot mean that no unbeliever
shall be saved, For whom has the Lord to save, but un-



