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who shall at last prove to haveno interestin the salvation
of Christ,ever possessfor trusting in him? Let it be con
sideredwhat it was for which he waswarrantedor obliged
to trust. Wasit that Christ would savehim whetherhe
believedin him or not? No, there is no such promise;
but an explicit declarationto the contrary. To trust in this,
therefore,would be trustingin a falsehood. That for which
he ought to have trusted in him was, the obtainingof
mercy,in casehe applied for it: for this therewas acom
pletewarrantin the gospeldeclarations."

Ans. This, I presume,is called moderatecalvinism,but
it is very manifestthat it is not the truth as it is in Jesus.
Observe,reader,they who are in perdition,were,while on
earth, within the hearingof the gospel, warranted and
obliged to trust in Christ. Do you ask for what? The
answer is, "for the obtaining of mercy, in case they
applied for it."

I. By applying for mercy is meant a coming to, or
believing in Christ for it; and this coming, Mr. F. says,
mustbe in the spirit of thegospel,which supposes,that the
personso coming, is born of the Spirit; is already a par
taker of mercy,and in a saved state; and so cannever be
Ibund to havehad nointerest in the salvationof Christ.

2. According to Mr. F. we are to say that, the unre
deemedought to have hoped for mercy; and, that they
might havebeen saved who are now lost, but for their
wantof application to Christ,who neitherknew them, nor
eversuffered in their stead! Who, that exercisescommon
sense,can creditsuch absurdities?

3. MThat is involved in the obtainmentof mercy? It
supposesthat all they who obtain it were eternally in
terestedin it, on accountof the greatlove wherewith God
loved them, evenwhen dead in sins. The gospel warrants
all the poor and needyto trust in Christ for mercy,evento
eternal life; but, what hasthis to do with sinnersin gene
ral ? Unto the wicked, God saith, " What hast thou to do,
that thou shouldesttake my covenantin thy mouth ?"

4. Doubtless, if those, who at last prove to have no
interest in salvation, had beeninterested,as all the elect of
God are,they would havebeen causedto apply to Christ
for salvation, through the beginningsof salvation in their
hearts,as all the elect do. As many as are ordainedto
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eternallife believe, in every age and nation. And Mr. F.
says, "None but those who are chosenof God ever will
believe, andthat all the restare sure to perish." Thenof
what service can the duty-systembe, morethan theone itopposes:on our plan the elect are secured,and on theirs
the rest are sure to perish. It is not needful to prove
men are undercondemnation,for by the law is tile know
ledgeof sin. It is not requisite to securesalvation,for
thereare nonesavedwith it, but who would beas certainly
savedwithout it. it is God’s covenant that ensuressalva
tion, and providesfaith to embraceit.

5. If those,now in misery endless,had applied to Christ
in true faith and love, they would have beensaved. But
thenwe shouldaskwhy? Doubtless,becauseof electing
love, redeemingblood, and quickening, and sanctifying
power; and not on accountof their applying to Christ,
apartfrom the causalinfluenceof such a threefold interest
in salvation. But to write as Mr. F. has heredone,is to
lay the whole determinationof salvationon the creature’s
faith, and, to exclude the divine personsof the Godhead,
from their peculiarand untransferrablehonour,in thegreat
work of absoluteandfree salvation by grace. That eter
nal salvation which is obtainable by faith, is not loseableby
.fault. ‘rue gospel warrantsus to believethis.

6. Applying to Christ is but an effectof savinggrace,
and,therefore,cannotbe the causeof any one’s being in a
savedstate. Mr. F.’s reasoningsupposesthat salvationis
provided in Christ for all, or for none; but, that as the
acts of the creature determine, sothe conclusionproves,as
to particularpersons. Thescripturesays,Godworkethall
thingsaccordingto his own will, but this representshim as
working according to the will of his sinful creatures.
cannot help giving preference to the scriptural representa
tion. See my reply to the first quotation made in the
former Section, on tile ideaof applying to Christ,or to
God ly him.

7. Mr. F. says, " the lost man was not bound to trust
that Christ u’ould savehim, whether he believedin him or
lint: that there was no such promise; but, an explicit
declarationto the contrary.’’

1. It is explicitly declared that, he that beiieveth not
shall be damned; but, this cannotmean that no unbeliever
shall be saved. For whom has the Lord to save, but Un-


