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others dangerous, &c.”’—1 answer, men believe that arsenic
will poison them undoubtedly, when they take it for that
very purpose; therefore, there can be no propriety in say-
ing they act according to their belief, and make it their
constant endeavour to shunit. TFor it is difficult to prove
that all such persons are persuaded that arsenic s adapted
to make them happy, by taking away their lives, or because
it will poison them.

Quot. “ Men believe that an enjoyment of the profits,
pleasures, and honours of this life, would certainly make
them happy. These are things they believe with all their
heart, and they act accordingly, they pursue them with all
their might,”*

Ans. May it not be asked where these men live who
always pursue these things with all their might? Mr. F.
speaks of men in general as thus believing and acting, but
I am inclined to think it would be difficult to find many of
the above description. Perhaps Mr. I’. would have beeu
sufficiently wearied in finding one. Now if it cannot
be proved that men in geoneral do always pursue with a/
their might, the profits, pleasures, and honours of this life,
from a persuasion that an enjoyment ot them would cer-
tainly make them happy; then Mr. I'.’s assertion is want-
ing of propriety. Besides, I can see no consistency
in blending things natural and temporal, with things that
are supernatural and eternal. Suppose the generality of
men did believe that an enjoyment of the profits, pleasures,
and honours of this life would certainly make them happy;
and that they pursued them with great eagerness, and were
successful in their pursuits; then, it would not follow that
all who believe what God says to be true must, therefore,
always act accordingly, and much less feelingly and heartily
pursue the blessings of the covenant of grace. Yet they
may be reformed in their conduct, through a natural faith in
the word of God, and be in some respects more useful
than before they heard the word. 'The leaves of the tree
of life are for the healing of the nations, and the fruit
thereof is for the spiritual healing and nourishment of the
chiosen seed, who are redeemed from among men, out
of every kindred, tongue, and people.

Quot. < Were a company of intoxicated people to sit
tosether in a house that was all 1o flames; and if, on the
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