LACK OF KNOWLEDGE, &cC. 349

exhortationmay be conceived of by the following scriptures:
“ Your hands are full of blood; wash you, make you
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes : cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment;
relieve the oppressed ; judge the fatherless; plead for the
widows. For your hands are defiled with blood, and your
fingers with iniquity; your lips bhave spoken lies, your
tongue hath muttered perverseness ; none calleth for justice;
nor any pleadeth for truth. But let man and beast be
covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God; yea,
let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the
violence that is in their karnds. O Jerusalem wash thine
heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved : how long
shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee.* Now, if we
compare with these scriptures, the words of James, in part
of his fourth and fifth chapters, especially, the six first
verses of the latter, together with the passage under notice;
understanding the whole to be addressed to ungodly men,
we shall readily see that, the Apostle required his Jewish
brethren to reform their outward manners; especiaily, in
matters of covetousness, pride, and oppression. Butthen,
this does not suppose that he exhorted tEem to supernatural
acts ; and it is now hoped, that enough has been said, to
rove, that such acts, are not required by the law of the
Lord, as the Creator and Parent of all; but by the law of
Christ, as the Head of the spiritual household of God.

SECTION XLVL

MY PEOPLE ARE DESTROYED FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.—
Hosea iv. 6.

Tuesk words are not cited by Mr. F. but, are frequently
brought forward by our platform orators on iuteresting
occasions, when money is to be sought to prevent the dam-
nation of souls! At these interesting occasions, it is not
uncommon to hear, that affecting lamentation— How
many of our fellow-sinners are perishing for lack of know-
ledge, and of bibles and missionaries!” On as many as
are ignorant enough to believe such tales, and who feel the

natural effects of such pathetic appeals to their humanity
* Isa. i. 15—17, and lix. 3. Jonahiii. 8. Jer.iv, 14,



