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we not many who can preach to pleasealmost all denomi
nations? And do we not bear two or three sentiments,
very different from eachother, in onesermon?a piece of
Baxterianism, with a very thin slice of Calvinism, and
Arminiarsism,without prescribinghow much; all servedup
on the same occasion, under elegant covers,and all ready
for reception,with short gracebefore, and cold thanksafter
the various things havebeena little tasted! It is this sort of
preaching that accountsfor the number of double-minded,
or unstablehearers. There are still, however,many honest,
worthy men, who regard consistency, and wish to pro
mote a sound judgment in the things of the Spirit of God;
and to seesanctitygrowing up,frotn its own proper root, of
eternal and vital union to the Son of God; who is the
chosenHeadof life, andof certainsalvation,to all the elect
of God for ever.

With regardtotheir beingstyledadulterersandadulteresses,
1 supposeit is to be takenfiguratively, as it often is in theOld
Testament;and so DR. GILL understandsthe words. But,
if it be pleaded,that some amongthem were guilty of that
vile siii, it cannotbe laid to the chargeof christianity, for
it utterly blames all such horrid practices; arid excludes
from its fellowship all such hateful characters,without par
tiality, though not without acknowledging,that somesuch
havebeenwashed,sanctified,andjustfied, in the nameof the
Lord Jesus,and by the Spirit of our God! Wicked, hateful,
and disgraceful, as adultery truly is; yet, as it has been
found in the true church of Christ, we cannotinfer from
the words of James, that he considered the persons
addressedby him in ver. 4. as in a carnalstate.But, let it be
observedthat, though we cannotinfer a man must be void
of grace, who may be overtaken in this awful sin; so,
neithercan we entertainally good opinion of any one,who
can think lightly of the evil, or repeatedlybe guilty of such
enormouswickedness. From the whole, the objection has
no weight to obviate the foregoing remarks,in which it is
pleadedthat,Jamesconsideredthe peoplehe addressedas
his brethren in Christ; therefore, Mr. F.’s sentimenthas
no support from the words.

But, if the passagebe understood,as spoken to unrege
neratemen, then, the purification and humiliationrequired,
must be explained of things of a natural and moral kind,
apart from any thing spiritual : then the nature of the

exhortationmay beconceivedof by the following scriptures:
Your hands are full of blood; wash you, make you

clean;put away the evil of your doings from before mine

eyes:ceaseto do evil; learn to do well; seekjudgment;

relieve the oppressed;judge the fatherless; plead tbr the

widows. For your handsare defiled with blood, and your

fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your

tonguebathmutteredperverseness;nonecalleth for justice;

nor any pleadeth for truth. But let man and beast be

coveredwith sackcloth,and cry mightily unto God; yea,

let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the

violencethat is in their hands. 0 Jerusalemwash Mine

heart from wickedness,that thoumayestbesaved: how long

shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee.* Now, if we

comparewith thesescriptures,the wordsof James.in part

of his fourth and fifth chapters, especially, the six first

versesof the latter, togetherwith the passageundernotice;

undeistandingthe whole to be addressedto ungodly men,

we shall readily seethat, the Apostle required his Jewish

brethrento reform their outward manners;especially, in

mattersof covetousness,pride, and oppression. But then,

this doesnot supposethatheexhortedthem to supernatural

acts;and it is now hoped, that enough has been said, to

prove, that such acts,are not required by the law of the

Lord, as the Creatorand Parentof all; but by the law of

Christ,as the Headof the spiritual householdof God.

SECTION XLVI.

MY PEOPLE ARE DESTROYED FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.-

Hosea iv. 6.

THESE wordsare not cited by Mr. F. but, are frequently

brought forward by our platform orators on interesting

occasions,when money is to be sought to preventthe dam

nation of souls! At these interesting occasions,it is not

uncommon to hear, that affecting lamentation-"How

many of our fellow-sinnersare perishing for lack of know

ledge, and of bibles and missionaries!" On as many as

are ignorantenoughto believe such tales,and who feel the

naturaleffects of such patheticappealsto their humanity

* 1a. i. 15-17, and lix. 3. Joaahiii. 8. Jer. iv. 14,


