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deserving of gratitude, but equity demands that gratitude as
a duty. 'I'he gospel is worthy of belief, but the law makes
that belief a duty, according to the relation in which its
subject 1s supposed to exist. So our author says,* < [t is
enough for us that the revealed will of God to sinuers,
says, believe ; while the gospel graciously adds the promise
of salvation.”

As to duty, he pretends it is required virtually by the
gospel, and formally by the law. DBut the sentence just
cited from his own book, makes nothing of this distinction.
Some distinctions are admirably useful, and others are only
suited to generate perplexity; among which, this about
virtual and formal obligation may be reckoned.

No. 13. Is noticed elsewhere, and, besides, it destroys
itself by its contrariety. <Spiritual love (it is asserted)
is required of sinners who have no other means of knowing
God than what are afforded by the works of nature.”” He
also says, ¢ There is not a grace of the Holy Spirit but
what possesses a porticn of every other grace.” So that
every grace of the Spirit of Christ is required to be exer-
cised by the very heathen, who never heard of the gospel
of spiritual things! How daringly contrary is this to
Paul’s reasoning in the tenth chapter to the Romans? The
matter will be exposed by three connected arguments,
According to Mr. F. we are to reason thus :—

l. There 1s not a grace of the Holy Spirit but what
possesses a portion of every other grace; but spiritual
love is a grace of the Holy Spirit; therefore, spiritual love
possesses a portion of every other grace.

2. It love possesscs a portion of cvery other spiritual
grace, it must possess a portion of spiritual faith; but love
doues possess a portion of every other spiritual grace; there-
fore, 1t possesses a portion of spiritual faith.

3. There cau be no doubt whether a portion of spiritual
faith be obligatory on sinners, who have never seen a Bible;
but spiritual faith is the belief of the truth as it is in Jesus;
therefore, there can be no doubt whether the belief of the
truth as it is in Jesus, be obligatory on sinners who have
never seen a Bible: that is, they are bound to believe
i him of whom they bhave not heard; and shall be for
ever punished in hell, for not believing a record which they
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