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addressedin verse 20, then, it is a clear case that, the
persons exhorted in the words before us, were saints,
membersof the church at Corinth,andjustified men in the
righteousnessof JesusChrist; and this I believe is the true
un port of the Apostle’s words.

Again, Paul,speakingof himself andhis fellow-labourers
in the work of the ministry, says, " We then, as workers
together, beseechyou also, that YE receivenot the grace
of God in vain." With thesewords, compare what he
says to the same people in his first epistle, chap. xv. 1, ‘2.
But, surely, the Apostle did not say to men in a natural
stateof enmity againstGod, " I beseechyou also, that YE
receive not the grace of God in vain ;" and that in an
epistleexpresslywritten to the church of God. It is cer
tainly better to understandthesewords as spokento saints,
who werepartakersof grace,andhad receivedthe doctrines
of grace, than to imagine that the Apostle was speakingto
men who knew not the graceof God. Besides,I nowhere
read,that Paul ordered this epistle, which lie directed to
the church, to be read to the ungodly, who are said to be
without; thoughhe did sometimesdirect that his writings
sent to onechurch should be read in anothier.

Mr. F. has observed that, " Dr. Gill expounds the
reconciliationexhortedto, of submissionto providence,and
of obedience to the discipline and ordinances of God."
And, I am persuaded,thie Doctor has not niisexplainedthe
exhortation,as the context abundantly sliews. Thereis
often greatreason to exhort the childrenof God, to faith
fully confess,and humbly submit to, the truths of divine
and sovereigngrace ; and also to the holy cornmandnients
of the Lord Jesus, their Saviour and King. We have
many, in our own times, who are far from being reconciled
to the whole counselof God, who are yet called pious,and
somesuch are -membersof churches. The true discipline
and governmentof Christ’s kingdom is very little regarded,
and great efforts are making to level all mount Zion’s
inclosures,and lay open God’s garden to the world. To
contendfor the ancient forms of godliness, is deemedan
idle employment; the laws of a spiritual church are only
non-essentialsat best,andare often representedas tin worthy
of the rgard of soaring minds. There is, therefore,
room for the Apostle’s exhortation still, without carrying
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it over to the camp of the ungodly. Sotneare zealously
nioved again.t the preceptive will of God, altogether; and
othersare aiming to niake the powerful gospel itito a pre
cept; theseare approachingto the neonoinian sentimenL
But, the gospel can no morebecomea commandingprecept,
than a commandingpreceptcan becomea graciouspromise.
To be reconciled to God’s cotnniandrnent,requires an
enjoyment of the Spirit of Christ: and there is plenty of
room for the exhortationof theApostle,evenamong saints.
The dispensatiousof providenceare often trying, and the
peopleof God are too apt to beunreconciledunder them: so
that on this accountalso, it may be said: Be ye reconciled
to God ; and we are exhortedto continue reconciled in all
those respects. But Mr. F. imagined, Paul spoke to
unregeneratemen,and lie has madesome strangeremarks,
which may now someof thieni be briefly noticed.

Mr. F. "The object of an embassy in all cases is
peace."f

Ans. Ministersare not sent to makepeace,but to preach
it as alreadymade: not to offer it on termsto be performed
by sinners, but to proclaim it as freely granted on the
footing of Jesus’sperfectatonement. Hehasmadepeacefor
his people,by the blood of his cross,anti sendshis servants
to proclaim what he hasdone.

Mr. F. "The allusion iii this case, is manifestly to a
righteousprince, who should condescendto speak peace
ably to his rebellious subjects,and as it were,to intreat
them for their own sakes, to be reconciled."

Ans. This is but very badly adapted to the mystery of
gospel reconciliation,which is not to be effected by argu
ments,or by overtures,madeto rebelliousminds. Besides,
for a prince to speak to his rebellious subjects,with the
view of bringing them to a loyal behaviour, is for him, at

least, to make it appear that he is their lawful and loving
sovereign,and is peaceablydisposed towardsthem. But,
is this the casein the gospel mystery,as it standsin God’s
covenantwith Christ,and in Christ’s conducttowardsmen,
in his mannerofcorningto his kingly authority ? I read that
he is anointedKing of Zion; and that "he died, rose,and

I Making the gospei A NEW LAW. Da,,wl Williams, D. D. who founded
the library in Redcrss Street, and who died in 1716, wasone of the principal
defenders of this Arminian notion.
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