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it over to the camp of the ungodly. Some are zealously
moved against the preceptive will of God, altogether ; and
others are aiming to make the powerful gospei into a pre-
cept; these are approaching to the neonomian sentiment.®
But, the gospel can no more become a commanding precept,
than a commanding precept can becowe a gracious promise.
To be reconciled to God’s commandment, requires an
enjoyment of the Spirit of Christ: and there is plenty of
room for the exhortation of the Apostle, even among saints,
T'he dispensations of providence are often trying, and the
people of God are too apt to be unrecounciled under them: so
that on this account also, it may be said: Be ye¢ reconciled
to God ; and we are exhorted to continue reconciled in all
those respects. But Mr. F. imagined, Paul spoke to
unregenerate men, and he has made some strange remarks,
which may now (some of them) be briefly noticed.

Mr. F. «“The object of an embassy in all cases is
peace.”t

Ans. Ministers are not sent to make peace, but to preach
it as already made: not to offer it on terms to be performed
by sinners, but to proclaim it as freely granted on the
footing of Jesus’s perfect atonement. He has made peace for
his people, by the blood of his cross, and sends his servants
to proclaim what he has done.

My, F, «The allusion in this case, is manifestly to a
righteous prince, who should coudescend to speak peace-
ably to his rebellious subjects, and as it were, to intreat
them for their own sakes, to be reconciled.”’}

Ans. This 1s but very badly adapted to the mystery of
gospel reconciliation, wiich is not to be effected by argu-
ments, or by overtures, made to rebellious minds. Besides,
for a prince to speak to his rebellious subjects, with the
view of bringing them to a loyal bebaviour, is for him, at
least, to make it appear that he is their lawful and loving
sovereign, and is peaceably disposed towards them. But,
is this the case in the gospel mystery, as it stands in God's
covenant with Christ,and in Christ’s conduct towards men,
in his manner of coming to his kingly authority ? I read that
he 1s anointed King of Zion; and that < he died, rose, and

* Making the gospel A New Law. Daniel! Williams, D. D. who founded
the library in Redcross Street, and who died in 1716, was one of the principal
defenders of this Arminian notion.
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