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fi’om the hearts of many of thoseJews,who had rejected
his doctrineand denied his authority. And it was because

therewas not at that time an open acknowledgmentof
Christ, and a natural and rationaL belief of his character

and mission established,that those exhortationsweremade
useof so frequently,by our Lord and his Apostles. But,
like Mr. F. all our moderate Calvinists, are evermore
misapplying those passages,by carrying them over to
supernaturalacts andservices,to which they are not suited,
nor were they ever designedfor any such purpose.

SECTION XL.
REPENT YE, THEREFORE, AND BE CONVERTED, THAT YOUR SINS

MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, WhEN THE TIMES OF REFRESHING

Si1ALT. COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; AND HE

SHALL SEND JESUS ChRIST, WHO BEEORE WAS PREACHED

UNTO YOU.-YE ARE THE ChILDREN OF TIlE PROPHETS, AND

OF THE COV&NANT WIIICH GOD MADE WITH OUR FAThERS,

SAYING UNTO ABRAHAM, AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE

KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED: UNTO YOU, FIRST,

GOD HAVING RAISED UP IllS SON JESUS, SENT HIM TO BLESS

YOU, IN TURNING AWAY EVERY ONE OF YOU FROM Ills

INIQUITIES.-Acts iii. 19, 20, 25, 2G.

THIS chapterbeginswith an accountofthe cureof a lame
maii, " who was lying at the gate of the temple, to whom
Petersaid, In the nameof JesusChrist of Nazarethrise up
and walk. And he, leaping up, stood, and walked, and
entered with them into the temple,walking, and leaping,
and praising God: andall thepeoplesaw Liiin, and they ran
together unto Peter and John,and the lame man that
was healed in the porch that is called Solomon’s,greatly
wondering. And when Petersaw it, he answeredunto the
people,Ye men of Israel,why marvelye at this?" And he
proceededto addressthe multitude in general,and accused
them with havingdeliveredup, denied,andkilled the Prince
of Life. This Sermon was clothed with great power, so
that the number of persons converted under the former
discoursewasnow increased to five thousand.’

"We are not to imagine that Peter did not seethe con
gregationundera powerful work in that sermon,before he

came to the exhortationin those words at the 19th verse;
Repentye, therefore,and be converted. Who can rationally
think otherwise,all circumstancescompared? ‘I’hose influ
ential verSesthat led to theexhortation,carrysucha majesty
of faith in them from the soulof the preacher,thatno doubt
Peter could easily discern it, by what lie felt on his own
soul. Otherwise,what meant the changeof his style, and
the lenity of his argumenttowardsthem. He calls them
brethren,and says,I wot that through ignoranceye did it,
as was the case with Paul.’ Well, here was power, and
under that powerof the grace of God upon thesesinners,
the Apostle treatedthem as brethren. And had therenot
beena discerning of this power in a work of grace, then
whatmadePeterfall immediatelyuponthe gospelolChrist’s
sufferings?f This now took off the burden of the matter
from them by mere grace that God had so fulfilled the
wordsof the prophets,and wasgood news to them under
the same sermon, that had beena means of letting in a
sight of their own sin upon them ; especiallyfiom those
cutting words in verses14, 15. Neither did the Apostles
preachin such a style, when they had no discernmentof
the powçr of the Spirit falling upon the peoplefor saving
purposes:this appearsbeyond all contradictionin Acts v.
29-33, where no such signs of the influenceof the Spirit
are to be found. By all thesethings it is plain, that before
Petercame to his practical exhortation,now undernotice,
they were clearly under a work of God already. The
Apostles,I say,saw how the word wrought upon somein
the auditories,beforetheycameto the practical exhortation
to repent, with any repentanceabove nature. And in
promiscuous assemblies,where God’s work lay not dis
criminately open to their view upon all, they exhortedand
persuadedthem to believe doctrinally into the report of
Christ, and not vitalli,’ into the person of Christ, so as
inwardly to possessChrist."

In confirmation of this expositionof the words,I wish
the following things to be observed:

1. God sent his Son to blessthesesamepeople,in turning
awayeveryoneof themfrom their iniquities. This shewsthat
they were amongthose for whom Christ becameincarnate,
sutlèred,and died; and that Peter knew it; or, he could
not havemadeso plain a declarationto them of the fact.

‘ Acts iv. 4.
* 1 Tim. i. 13. j- Verse 18. Mr. f. Husey on the passage.


