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came to the exhortation in those words at the 19th verse :
Repent ye, therefore, and be converted. Who cau rationally
think otherwise, ail circumstances compared ? ‘T'hose intlu-
ential verses that led 1o the exhortation, carry such a majesty
of faith in them from the soul of the preacher, that no doubt
Peter could easily discern it, by what he felt on his own
soul. Otherwise, what meant the change of his style, and
the lenity of his argument towards them. He calls them
brethren, and says, I wot that through ignorance ye did it,
as was the case with Paul.* Well, here was power, and
under that power of the grace of God upon these sinners,
the Apostle treated them as brethren. And had there not
been a discerning of this power in a work of grace, then
what made Peter fall immediately upon the gospel of Christ’s
sufferings 7+ This now took off the burden of the matter
from them by mere grace (that God had so fulfilled the
words of the prophets), and was good news to them under
the same sermon, that had been a means of letting ina
sight of their own sin upon them ; especially from those
cutting words 1n verses 14, 15. Neither did the Apostles
preach in such a style, when they had no discernment of
the power of the Spirit falling upon the people for saving
purposes: this appears beyond all contradiction in Acts v.
29~—33, where no such signs of the influence of the Spirit
are to be found. By all these things it is plain, that before
Peter came to his practical exhortation, now under notice,
they were clearly under a work of God already. The
Apostles, I say, saw how the word wrought upon some in
the auditories, before they came to the practical exhortation
to repent, with any repentance above nature. And in
promiscuous assemblies, where God’s work lay not dis-
criminately open to their view upon all, they exhorted and
persuaded them to believe doctrinally into the report of
Christ, and not wvitally into the person of Christ, so as
inwardly to possess Christ.”}

In confirmation of this exposition of the words, I wish
the following things to be observed :

1. God sent his Son to bless these same people, in turning
away every one of them from their iniquities. T'hisshews that
they were among those for whom Christ became incarnate,
suftered, and died ; and that Peter knew it; or, he could
not have made so plain a declaration to them of the fact.

* ] Tim. i. 13, + Verse 18. ¥ Mr. J. Hussey on the passage.



