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God will call nonebut thosewhom he did predestinateto
life, and nO man can converthimself; yet, all men might
haveeternal life if they would-imonebut God cam-i regene
ratea sinner, he will regeneratehis electonly; yet,time rest
shall be dammied for not being regenerate-anew principle
of spiritual life is essential,in order to the actof believing;
yet, sin is the only reason why unregeneratemen cannot
spiritually believe-a regeneratestate is, by the sovereign
will of God, peculiar to the elect; nevertheless,the rest
might be regenerateif they would-a spiritualact of will
is an effect of regeneration;therefore the unregenerate
may be regenerateif they will !"

The above are sentencesof a singular description,and
may serve to setforth to tile reader,a very singularsystem.
He must certainly be very deficient some way, eitiler in
naturalability, or moral ability, who would eitherreject or
receivethe whole of our author’s sentimentsas abovedis
played : and, I believe, the representationwill be found to
be a tolerable correct pictureof what he wished to pro
pagateas gospel. I beg to call it, THE JUMBLE-CREED.

When, in the following verses,our Lord speaksto the
Jews,concerningtheir not believing him, he also saysto
them: "There is one that accusethyou, even Moses, in
whom ye trust." But, had they received him, as their
ancestorsdid, at mount Sinai, Moses would not have
accusedthem,neitherwould they havelost their laud: this
might havebeenthe casewithout their being truechristians,
in a spiritual sense. In the following chapter,our blessed
Lord spoketo them on the subjectof spiritually coming to
him.’ But, then we do not find he leavesthen-i with-i aye
will not come; but, tells them plainly, that no man can
comeuntohim, exceptit weregivenuntohim of his Father.f
And assuresthem, at the sametime, that all to whom it is
given to come,shall come. "All that the Father giveth
me, shall come to me," saith the Saviour; and to thesehe
will give eternal l?fe in heavenabove.

Mr. 1?. "If sinnerswere naturally unable to believein
Christ, they would be equally unableto disbelieve." This
may be admitted,with regardtoa naturalfaith in the writ
ten testimony,or external revelation;for, of a persondes
titute of natural faculties, we could neitherpredicatethe
one nor the other. But he, who is unable to believe

spiritually, being in an unborn state,as to spiritual life,
may, nevertheless,be said to disbelieve the scriptures.
And, as to his not acting spiritual faith, which supposesan
internal revelation of things by the Spirit, he can no more
be deemedguilty for tilis, thanan idiot can for not acting
reasonably,or not believing the reportof scripture. Now,
idiotism is an effect of sin, but for a man not to havetime
principle of spiritual faith, is the result of God’s own will
alone: preterition being an act of pure sovereignty,and
not ofjustice.*

SECTION XXXVII.

LABOUR NOT FOR THE MEAT WHICH FERISHETH, BUT FOR THAT

MEAT WHICH ENDURETH UNTO ETERNAL LIFE WHICH THE

SON OF MAN SHALL GIVE UNTO you: FOR HIM HATH GOD

THE FATHER SEALED. TI-lEN SAID THEY UNTO hIM, WHAT

SHALL WE DO THAT WE MIGHT WORK TILE WORKS OF GOD?

JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ThEM, THIS IS THE WORK

OF GOD, THAT YE BELIEVE ON HIM WHOM HE JIATH SENT.

-John yi. 27-29.

THOSE Jews further replied to our blessed Lord by
saying, "What sign shewestthou then, that we may see
amid believe thee What dostthou work ? Our fathersdid
eat manna in the desert; as it is written, he gave them
bread from heavento eat." To this our Lord answered,
"Verily, verily, I say untoyou, Moses gave you not that
breadfrom heaven; but my father giveth you the true
bread from heaven. For the breadof God is he that cometh
down from heaven,and giveth life unto the world." They
answeredand said, "Lord, evermoregive us this bread."
Jesusagain replies, "I am the bread of life-ye also have
seenme, and believenot." It is added,"The Jews then
murmuredat him, becausehe said,I am the bread that
came down from heaven." He answeredthem, and said,
"Murmur notamong yourselves,no man can cometo me,
except the Fatherwhich bath sent me draw him: every
man that bath heard and bath learned of the Father,
conieth unto me."

1. It is very evident, that the persons addressedwere
carnalJews,and that they were exhortedto labour for that

* Verse 37. f Verse65.
* Rom. ix. 11. and Rev. xx. 15.


