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luminous doctrines and precepts of Christ; and persisted in
their evil deeds, against the law of Moses, and the holy
gospel of Jesus the Son of God; without any just reason,
and without the smallest benefit; but not without abundance
of guilt, and punishment beyond description. And, to this
day, we have many Gentiles who are inclined to follow
their steps ; and who, if not sovereignly prevented, will find
their lot also with those unbelievers,in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone ; which is the second death.*

3. He that believeth on the Son of God is not con-
demned ; that is, ke is justified from all things. And were
all men favoured alike, in and through Christ, by the Holy
Ghost, they would all believe alike, and so ail be justified
alike. It 1s very evident that, if those who are saved had
been under the same circumstances, as are those who are
for ever lost,they would have perished also. How unsearch-
able are his judgments! yet, by faith we know, the Judge
of all the earth will surely do right. He who believes the
record of God, is led to observe that, the will of God
accounts for the salvation of all who are saved.t The sal-
vation of the rest was never designed of God, any more than
the confirmation of the elect angels, involved a design of
saning the fallen ones, If it be consistent with the per-
fections of the Lord, that angels should be suffered to fall
irrecoverably, it cannot be incounsistent with the same
perfections, to suffer a great part of mankind to remam in
their fallen state, and be judged accordingly. And if this
may be the case with devils, without making them any offer
of salvation, it may also be fairly inferred that, the character
of God does not require that any offer of grace should be
made to the non-elect of mankind. Therefore, the Holy Spirit
taught the A postles to preach salvation, instead of offering
it. A minister of Christ is a preacher of gifts, but not
of offers.

4. In the words under notice, if spiritual faith be under-
stood to be spoken of throughout, we are taught, not the
cause of men’s coming into condemnation ; but the evidence
of their remaining under condemnation;} and a descrip-
tion is also given of them that are evidently justified.

* Rev. xxi. 8. + Rom. ix. 18,

1 He that believeth not is af present condemned, FoR he hath not believed in
the name, &c. by which belief the removal of condemnation is proved and
enjoyed.



