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and this is the record, that GOD IIATI! GIVEN to us
eternal ljfe; and this life IS IN his Son." But, manyun
regeneratemen believe the record God bath given of his
Son to be true, and though their faith be only of a natural
kind, suchmen cannotbesaidto makeGoda liar. The want
of this natural faith, undera possessionof the evidenceof
the truth of the scriptures,is itself a sin. For sofar as faith
can be reckonedapart of naturalreligion,and be numbered
amongnaturaland moral acts,and so suitedto the nature
of maR’s creation-state,and adaptedto serveGod according
to the tenor of the covenantat first madewith him; so far
the want of faith, or a reasonablebelief of the record of
God mustbe a sin. The want of rectitudeaccordingto the
law of natureis a sin, on account of which all men stand
condemned;but the want of evangelicalfiuith is no crime
by that law which is the rule of justification by works.
The law, as thusappertainiiigto Adam and his seed,knows
nothing of salvation, nor of those means by which it is
appointedto be understoodandenjoyed; therefore,it curses
no man for not beinga christian; but for not rendering
perfect conformity and obedience, as Adam once did.
And those who are given up to stumbleat the word, being
disobedientto the law of their Creator,which requiresthem
to believe the recordof God, "werebeforeof old, ordained
to this condemnation,"or, as Peter’s words are: where
unto also they were appointed." And his next words are
"lint YE are a chosengeneration-that ye should shew
forth the praisesof him who bathcalledyou out of darkness
into his marvellous light." Now, when this light of the
gospel came into the world, by the preachingof Christ and
his Apostles,it presentlydiscoveredthe passionsandpreju
dices of men,as it doesto this day. Someloved darkness
and hatedthe light, which hatredwasmadeevidentby their
not coming to tile light, as it shone forth in the public
ministry of our Lord and his servants. They came not to
the preaching,lest their evil deedsshouldbe reproved. It is
light that rnaketh the stateof condemnationmanfest,under
which the doersof evil remain.’ This was the sin of the
Jews,and the causeof the condemnationthat came upon
them, that when the light of the gospel was comeamong
them, thy believednot the testimony,but preferred their
own dark and foolish traditions and practices, to the

luminousdoctrinesand preceptsof Christ; andpersistedin
their evil deeds,against the law of Moses, and the holy
gospel of Jesusthe Son of God; without anyjust reason,
andwithout the smallestbenefit; but not withoutabundance
of guilt, and punishmentbeyonddescription. And, to this
day, we have many Gentiles who are inclined to follow
their steps; and who, if not sovereignlyprevented,will firni
their lot also with thoseunbelievers,in the lakewhich burneth
ttntli fire and brimstone; which is the seconddeath.’

3. He that believeth on the Son of God is not con
demned; that is, he isjustjfled from all things. And were
all men favouredalike, in and through Christ,by the Holy
Ghost, they would all believealike, andso all be justified
alike. It is very evidentthat, if thosewho are savedhad
been under the same circumstances,as are those who are
forever lost,theywould haveperishedalso. How unsearch
ableare hisjudgments! yet, by faith we know, theJudge
of all the earth will surely do riglzt. He who believestile
record of God, is led to observe that, the will of God
accountsfor the salvationof all who are saved.f The sal
vation of therest wasneverdesignedof God, any more than
the confirmation of the elect angels, involved a design of
sailing the fallen ones. If it be consistentwith tile per
fections of the Lord, that angels should be suflèred to fall
irrecoverably, it cannot be inconsistent with the same
perfections,to suffer a greatpart of mankind to remain in
their fallen state,and be judged accordingly. And if this
may be the casewith devils, without makingthem any offer
of salvation, it may also befairly inferredthat,thecharacter
of God doesnot require that any offer of grace shouldbe
madeto the non-electofmankind. Therefore,theHoly Spirit
taught the Apostles to preachsalvation,instead of offering
it. A minister of Christ is a preacherof gifts, but not
of offers.

4. In the words undernotice,if spiritual faith be under
stood to be spoken of throughout,we are taught, not tile
causeof men’s cominginto condemnation;but the evidence
of their remainingunder condemnation; and a descrip
tion is also given of them that are evidently justified.

‘ Rev. xxi. 8. f Rom. ix. 18.

He thatbehovethnot is at present condemned,FOR he hath not believed in
the name,&c. by which belief the removal of condemnationis proved and
enjoyed.

* John iii. 19.


