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to that conductwhich was their duty as Jews,with regard
to thie Messiah as their King, who was then about to be
manifestedamongthem. So that, although we find that
God has, in timespast, requiredothernations to repentof
their idolatries, vet the words under notice, seeni to have
beenspokento the Jewsin particular,neitherdoesit appear
that Johnever thins exhortedtime Genrtiles. But, time Jews
wererequiredto manifest a natural repentanceamid moral
reformation,as to their genmeralconduct as a nation, in all
things wherein they had departed from the directiomis amid
coniniandwenitsgiven to them in the law of Moses. And
whemm tine time carmie, for their promised Prophetarid King
to becomeincarnate,anddwell among them, lie sent John
the Baptist, as his herald, to proclaim his approach,amid to
preparehis way by his doctrine and baptismof repentance.
Accordingly, as many of them as were brought, through
the ministry of John, to confesstheir simis againstthe corn-
nianlments of God,as their covenantGod, their Law-giver,
King, andJudge,were baptized by John; amid to this re
pentance, which John required tiienm to shew by proper
fruits, wasannexedthe promise of forgiveness,or exemption
from the destruction threatenedin the law, to the rebel
lious and disobedient: and had they, as a nation in general,
thins repentedof their evils, and acknowledgedJesus as
their true Messiah,as their fathers had acknowledgedthe
Lord in former ages, with a faith of a natural kind, the
destructionof their nation by the Roniamis would have
been averted; nevertheless,the repentanceand faith wiiich
are connectedwith eternal life, would still have beencon
firmed to the elect omily. But, I know that the determinate
counselof God must stand,all I wish to intimate is, that
their crime arid their punishmentwere inseparablycon
nected; or, that we haveno right to supposethe infliction
of the latter, without the perpetrationof the former. God
is holy, just, and good; however inscrutable his conduct
may be found, by his lapsed anderringcreatures.

Furthermore,the words,Repentye and believethe gospel,
putting repentancebefore faith, seerims strongly to suggest,
that the repentanceintended is not evangelical; but, that
which leadsto a naturaland reasonablefaith in the princi
ples of revelation. Amid the incitement usedby our Lord,
to induce the Jewsto repentand believe, caminiot apply to
supernaturalfaith and repentance;fbr they arenot ruled by

timesamid circumstantial changes omi which they have no
direct dependance;but, will very well answerto the na
tural faith and open changeswhich were then requiredof
theJewishnation,as time conditionof their temporalsafety,
honour,and welfare, as a chosen nation in covenant with
God,as none ever was.

And when our blessedSaviour said, "Except ye repent,
ye shall all likewiseperish;" hesurely was not speakingof
eternal things,or of gospel affairs, in the word, likewise,
he alluded to the manner in which certain Galileanspe
rished,whoseblood Pilatehadmingledwith their sacrifices:
and,also to thoseeighteenmen upon whom the tower of
Siloam fell, and slew them. If, therefore,the connexionis
examined,it will plainly appearthat, the Jewswerehereby
cautionedas a peoplein general, as to their conduct, amid
were forwarnedof the ruin that should surely overtake
them; except they changedtheir faith and conductcon
cerningJesus,who wasthen among timem, and was daily
proving himself to be their Messiahand King. But, they
continued to reject his name altogether, charged him
with acting underdiabolical influence,amid condemnedimiru
without proving any real chargeof crime against him,
though he provedmanyagainstthen-i; yea, they determined
to crucify him betweentwo thieves, and thus to fulfil the
scripturesin their own overthrow. As our Lord had fore
told them, so their ruin came,in a niannerlike that of the
Gahileans,amid of the men who were destroyedunder the
ruins of the tower of Siloam. The Romans slew a vast
body of the Jewsat their very altars,and numbersperished
by the temple falling upon them. But, this awful slaugh
ter was not becausetirey would not believe, as God’s elect
few among them hadbelieved ; but, becausethey indulged
in all mannerof wickednesscontrary to their law, and de
nied and crucified the Son of God, and set at naught his
authority, character, and doctrine. Therefore,they were
universallydestroyed,as he prenrionishedthem, while lie
dwelt amongthem-to them his wordsprovedawfully true.
But, all this has nothing to do with proving, that all men
are bound to haveandexercisespiritualfaith andrepentance.
And I should imagineMr. F. couldscarcelythink it reason
ableto say, to an assemblyof Genmtile sinners, the time Is
fulfilled, &c. seeing, time notion of the time, and of the
kingdom being at hand,or about to he set up in the world,
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