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times and circumstantial changes on which they have no
direct dependance; but, will very well answer to the na-
tural faith and open changes which were then required of
the Jewish nation, as the condition of their temporal safety,
honour, and welfare, as a chosen nation in covenant with
God, as none ever was.

And when our blessed Saviour said, “ Except ye repent,
ye shall all Zikewise perish ;”* he surely was not speaking of
eternal things, or of gospel affairs. In the word, likewise,
he alluded to the manner in which certain Galileans pe-
rished, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices:
and, also to those eighteen men upon whom the tower of
Siloam fell, and slew them. If, therefore, the connexion is
examined, 1t will plainly appear that, the Jews were hereby
cautioned as a people in general, as to their conduct, and
were forwarned of the ruin that should surely overtake
them ; except they changed their faith and conduct con-
cerning Jesus, who was then among them, and was daily
proving himself to be their Messiah and King. But, they
continued to reject his name altogether, charged him
with acting under diabolical influence, and condemned him
without proving any real charge of crime against him,
though he proved many against them; yea, they determined
to crucify him between two thieves, and thus to fulfil the
scriptures in their own overthrow. As our Lord had fore-
told them, so their ruin came, in a manner like that of the
Galileans, and of the men who were destroyed under the
ruins of the tower of Siloam. The Romans slew a vast
body of the Jews at their very altars, and numbers perished
by the temple falling upon them. But, this awful slaugh-
ter was not because they would not believe, as God’s elect
few among them had believed ; but, because they indulged
in all manner of wickedness contrary to their law, and de-
mied and crucified the Son of God, and set at naught his
authority, character, and doctrine. ‘Therefore, they were
universally destroyed, as he premonished them, while he
dwelt among them—to them his words proved awfully true.
But, all this has nothing to do with proving, that all men
are bound to have and exercise spiritual faith and repentance.
And T should imagine Mr. F. could scarcely think it reason-
able to say, to an assembly of Gentile sinners, the time is
fulfilled, &c. seeing, the notion of the time, and of the
kingdom being at hand, or about to be set up in the world,

* Luke xiii. 3.
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