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SECTION XXX.

REPENT YE, FOR TIlE KINGDOM OP hEAVEN IS AT hAND. THE

TIME IS FULF1J.LED, AND TIlE KINGDOM OP GOD IS AT hAND

REPENT YE, AND BELIEVE THE GOSPEL. ANI ThEY WENT,

OUT, AND PREACHED THAT MEN SHOULD REPENT. EXCEPT

YE REPENT, YE ShALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH.-Matt. iu. 2.

Mark i. 13. and si. 12. Luke xiii. 3.

Mr. FULLER observesthat, "In order to evade the

argument arising from the address of John the Baptist,
Christ, and his Apostles, who called upon the Jewish
people to repent and believe thegospel,it has beenalleged,

that it wasonly an outward repentanceand acknowledg
ment Of the truth to which they were exhorted,and not
that which is spiritual, or which has the promiseof spiritual

blessings. But, it will be difficult, if not impossible,to

prove that such repentanceand faith areany whererequired

of sinners,or that it is consistentwith the divine perfections

to requirethem. An outwardrepentance,is only repentance
in appearance. Whateversorrow thereis in it, it is not on
accountof sin, but its consequences:and, to supposethat

Christ, or his servants,requiredthis, would be doing them
infinite dishonour. It is no other than supposingthem to
havebetrayedthe authority of God over the humanheart,

to havesanctionedhypocrisy,and to havegiven counselsto

sinners,which, if taken, would leave theni still exposedto
everlastingdestruction." This same Calvinistic writer

says,on the following page,"It is plainly intimatedby the

ApostlePaul, thatall repentance,exceptthat which worketh
in a way of godly sorrow, andwhich he calls repentanceto

salvation,needsto be repentedof It is the weresorrow of

the world, which worketh death. But that, which requires
to be repentedof, cannot be commandedof God, or con
stitute any part of a sinner’s duty. The duty of every
transgressoris to be sorry at heart for havingsinned."

Now, as I shall, for substance,espousethe mode of
expositionwhich he censures,it is iieedful that I examine
his observations,and aim to obviatetile force of his conclu
sions. He was, evidently, very conlident of being in tile

right way, hut let us proceedto the trial of his assertions.
I shall draw out the substanceof his reasoningwhich he
has used here,to defend ii is exhortation-system,andanswer
each particular distinctly.

I. He denies "that repentance of a merely natural and
moral kind, is any where required of sinners." Now, if
indeed sinners have been commandedto humble them
selves,and iii some instanceshavesodone,and the Lord has
acknowledged that they humbled themselves,and has
shewnthem favour in his providence, in consequenceof
their so doing; and has also complained of others, on
accountof their not thus humbling themselvesbefore him,
arid has thereforepouredhis indignationupon them for their
iniinoral conductagainsthim; there must be such a thing
as natural repentancerequired of sinners,notwithstanding
the confidentassertionsof Mr. F. to the contrary. It will
not follow however,from the admission of this idea, that
the eternalstateof men is designedto be determinedby
such repentance,or that it is all that God requires at their
hands. That men have been required to evidencewhat
may be called a natui’al and moral repentance,and which
has answered some natural and moral purposes, iii the
affairs of this presentlife, I think, will appear from the
following passagesof God’s own mostholy word.*

1. And Moses and Aaron came in untoPharaoh,and
said unto him, thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews
How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before nie?
let my people go, that they may servemne."f Here it is
plain, that the haughtymonarchof Egypt was required to
repent of his conducttowardIsrael,and to changehis ways
by complying with the message sent to him from God by
the hand of Moses. And when at a certain time, he
called for Moses and Aaron, and said, "Entreat the Lord,
that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my
people; and I will let the people go, that they may do
sacrificeto the Lord: then Moses cried to the Lord, and
the Lord did according to the word of Moses, and the
frogs died. Now, here is a notable sinner, and he is
requiredto repent, and turn from his oppressiveconduct
toward Israel, and to submit to the authority of their Lord
God, by giving up his people; and,we find, that when he
so far humbled himself, as to apply to Moses as God’s

* Vide Sect. XVI. j’ Exod. x. 3.
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