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Spirit and by faith. Whereverspiritual thingsare spoketi
of, the term thirst, is used to denote holy desire: that
strongconcernto enjoy the power of the gospelsalvation,
which the Holy Ghostproducesin all his chosenpeopleby
regeneratinggrace. Desire is the first-bornof spirituallife,

and is not born to die, but to leadon to life eternal. Ac
cordingly, we hear our blessedSaviour say, I am Alpha

and Omega, the beginning and the end: I will give unto

him that is a thirst of thefountainof thewaterof life freely.
Let him that is a thirst come; and whosoeverwill, let him
takethewater of life freely.*

Mr. F. has not cited one parallel passage,whereinthe
term, thirst, hasthat signification which he has put upon

it in this 55th of Isaiah; therefore,we may safelyconclude
that, he knew not well where to find one. And he that
hat/i no money: this also describesthe persons invited.
He that hath no money,is hethathath no worth, or nothing
worthy of the benefits lie needs, and thirsts after. One
who is only qualified for becomingor actingas a beggarat
the footstoolof mercyby faith, havingnothing,andknowing
it. Such can hope in nothing but free favour. On these
the law of works hasdoneits office, and they are found in
a stateof insolvencyand helplessness.These are called
the poor iii Zion, and the poor in spirit. But what can be
drawn from hence for the sentimentof Mr. F.? Come to
the waters, is an invitation to attend on the public means,
wherethe fuluessof Christ is poured forth ministerially,
and where tile Holy Ghost attendsto open the fountain of
life, and satisfy the thirsty souls, who are seekingsalvation
thi’ough tile redemptionwhich is in Christ Jesus. Now,
being conieto the waters,the Lord says, Buy and eat that
which is good-not that any man can give any thing worth
the blessingsset forth. They are too valuableever to be
paid for by the hand of sinners. But as the Hebrewword
for buy,signifies primarily, to break in pieces, to separate
and the like; so, the term seems here used to denotethe
manner f eceiving or taking possession of the good things
referred to, namely, by little and little, by breakingthe
whole as it were into parts, in allusion to what is constantly
done by the seller and the buyer. Buy WitiloUt money,
that is, receiveandappropriateto yourselvestheseblessings

of the gospel, as free gifts through Christ; and do not
expect them as any reward of your faith andobedience,but
as time freely given blessingsof eternal love. And further, as
the buyer gives up somethingwhen he buys,so do ye that
have no money, give up whatever the Lord requires you to
resign,as an acknowledgmentof his name,at whosehand
you receiveendlessblessings. While ye drink God’s wine,
resign the cup of devils, and while ye drink his milk, turn
from the fountainsof the ungodly. Let him that nameththe
name of Christ depart from iniquity. Paul suffered the
loss of all things for Christ’s sake, and repented not; ye
cannot serve God and mammon: an honestChristian will
not aim to do it. Whateverthe religion of Christ may cost
you, it will never be too dear.

Whereforedo yespendmoneyfor that which is not bread?
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Here the
Lord is expostulatingwith his weakand foolish people,con
cerningtheir imprudentsteps,amid unreasonablepursuits,as
to their not regardingthe scripturaldoctrineand worship,
where nourishmentand satisfactionare promised; but fol
lowing after things that cannot edify. Thus,many of the
childrenof God are liable, through want of judgmentand
care, to be drawn aside into connexions in the professing
world, that are not suited to yield them real benefit and
satisfaction. God’s thirsty people are not always an in
formedpeople,but many of them are unskilful in the word
of righteousness,and are easily led aside from the sacred
truths of the blessedgospel,beforethey havebeenfavoured
with a properview of them. The allusion may be to tra
dition, superstition,will-worship, erroneous sentiments,or
inordinatepursuitof natural things. For whoevergives up
his mind to these, may be said to labour for that which
satisfiethnot. And that many who have seemed,in other
respects,to evidencea stateof grace, haveyet shown an
inclination to follow after some such things as the above,
we cannotdeny. This may havebeen the case at some
times, perhaps,morethan others,but it has beenthe case
moreor less throughevery age. Whoeverspendshis money
and labour for that which is not bread, whateverit be, he is
here reproved. But what is bread? Whatever God has
appointedfor the supportand salvation of his people;and
this is called bread of life, bread of God,and meat indeed.
Christ, and him crucified, seemsto be the substanceof
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