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of the gospel, as free gifts through Christ; and do not
expect them as any reward of your faith and obedience, but
as the freely given blessings of eternal love. And further, as
the buyer gives up something when he buys, so do ye that
have no money, give up whatever the Lord requires you to
resign, as an acknowledgment of his name, at whose hand
you receive endless blessings, While ye drink God’s wine,
resign the cup of devils, and while ye drink his milk, turn
from the fountains of the ungodly. Let him that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity. Paul suffered the
loss of all things for Christ’s sake, and repented not; ye
cannot serve God and mammon : an honest Christian will
not aim to do it. Whatever the religion of Christ may cost
you, it will never be too dear,

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread ?
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Here the
Lord is expostulating with his weak and foolish people, con-
cerning their imprudent steps, and unreasonable pursuits, as
to their not regarding the scriptural doctrine and worship,
where nourishment and satisfaction are promised ; but fol-
lowing after things that cannot edify. Thus, many of the
children of God are liable, through want of judgment and
care, to be drawn aside into connexions in the professing
world, that are not suited to yield them real benefit and
satisfaction. God’s thirsty people are not always an in-
formed people, but many of them are unskilful in the word
of righteousness, and are easily led aside from the sacred
truths of the blessed gospel, before they have been favoured
with a proper view of them. The allusion may be to tra-
ditton, superstition, will-worship, erroneous sentiments, or
inordinate pursuit of natural things. For whoever gives up
his mind to these, may be said to labour for that which
satisfieth not. . And that many who have seemed, in other
respects, to evidence a state of grace, have yet shown an
inclination to follow after some such things as the above,
we cannot deny. This may have been the case at some
times, perhaps, more than others, but it has been the case
more or less through every age. Whoever spends his money
and labour for that which is not bread, whatever it be, he1s
here reproved. But what is bread 2 Whatever God has
appointed for the support and salvation of his people; and
this is called bread of life, bread of God, and meat indeed.
Christ, and him crucified, seems to be the substance of



