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are the peoplein question. But the promisesare designed
to he receivedby faith, and they all belong to believers.

Mr. F. "To reducethe exhortationsof’ scriptureto the
level of a carnal mind is to betraythe authority of God over
tile humanheart; and to allow that unconverted sinners
comply with them is to be aiding and abettingin their self-
deception,’"

Ans. It is here insinuated that we reduce the exhorta
tions, betray the authority of God,andallow that uncon
verted sinners keep the commandments. All these we
deny,as to exhortationsto the carnal to act spiritually we
can find none; and as to the authority of God, we are
persuadedit remainssafe in his own hands; andas to the
unconverted complying with the commandmentsgiven
them, thoughthey certainlymay be brought without any
change of’ state, to attend the means of grace, and in a
reasonablefaith, to receivethe doctrines of’ truth, and be
comereformed in their conductthrough the knowledgeso
obtained,fand she%v friendship to he causeof God among
men; yet, it is never pretended,I believe, that thesepeople
are true christians, and that they are to be acknowledged
as a part of Christ’s church. And as to excusing them
from all obligation, beyond that df a bare attendanceon
the means, I am so far from this, that I consider them
bound to perfectobedienceto thelaw underwhich theyare
born. Professing the gospel faith is no exemption from
the authority of’ the law. Hewho is notreally undergrace,
by tile reign of gracethrough the Spirit of Christ, is under
the law as the rule of ,justification: which is the natural
stateof all men,as they spring from Adam. Mr. F. was
one who betrayed God’s authority, rather than others,
becausehe declaredthe sinner wasnot under the covenantof
works4 I believeit is sufficiently manifest, to which of
the two mannersof preaching,the unregenerateare most
partial. To my knowledge,the Methodists will hearour
modern and moderateCalvinists,and go away questioning
amongthemselveswhether the preachersbe Calvinists,or
of their own denomination! Why, said tile good people,
this cannotbe tile Calvinist gentleman,who was to preach,
that we have beenhearing. Tile reply being, 0 yes,it is,
Then came the exposing observation: Why, he preaches
just like oneof our preachers!!

j.th. p unconverted imagine themselves to be
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waiting at the pool for the moving of the waters; and,
therefore,feel no guilt on account of their presentstateoh’
mind. That preaching,therefore,which exhorts them to
mereoutwardduties,and tells them that their only concern
is in this manner to wait at the pool, helps forward their
delusion; and should they perish, will prove accessaryto
their destruction."*

Ans. Hereour author is growing a little smartupon us.
Are we to understandthen, that, under the exhortation-
system, the pool vill be quite deserted? Or, would he
lave us think that his offers of graceto all, and his telling
all the ungodly hearers,that it is their duty to be and do
that, which nothing but electing grace can make them’ to
be and do, will cause them to feel their guiltiness
before God? If they be reasonablecharacters,and much
acquaintedwith the scriptures, they will despisethe idea
for its glaring inconsistency and falsehood. Preaching
and teachingwill always have more effect to reach the
mind, thanoffering and exhorting; becausethe former
brings light into the judgment,but the latter proceedsin
the dark. Thereare thousandsin this day who will sit to
hear exhortationsand tendersof merôy, with a statementof
the terms of salvation,who will not endurethe wholesome
wordsof sounddoctrine, ministeredunder the light of the
Holy Ghost. Whateverour exhortation-menmay think,
it is plain, the naturalworld is on theirside. They collect
the poor ignorant creaturesby thousands,amid draw them
to sanctionand support their popular schemes,until them
selvesbecomeelatedwith their wotiderful success.Whereas,
if the doctrines of sovereign grace were to be sounded
forth boldly amongthem, they would shortly be dispersed
like birds when a gun is fired. As to theidea complained
of, that we "exhort them to mere outwardduties;" it is
surely not wrong as far as it goes,and it certainly goesas
far as they cango in compliance with exhortation,so long
as they remain in an unregeneratestate: I mean with
regardto gospelthings. For with respectto moral disposi
tions, I havebefore,declaredmy sentiment.f And though
Mr. F. exhorted the unregenerateto spiritual acts, I
am very sure that, so long as men I’emain unregenerate,
they will never perform them; and so soon as they
become,by Almighty power, a new-bornpeople, they will

* Page39. f 2 Pet. ii, 20.
* Page39.
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