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waiting at the pool for the moving of the waters; and,
therefore, feel no guilt on account of their present state of
mind. That preaching, therefore, which exhorts them to
mere outward duties, and tells them that their only concern
is in this manner to wait at the pool, helps forward their
delusion ; and should they perish, will prove accessary to
their destruction.”*

Ans. Here our author is growing a little smart upon us,
Are we to understand then, that, under the exhortation-
system, the pool will be quite deserted? Or, would he
have us think that his offers of grace to all, and his telling
all the ungodly hearers, that it is their duty to be and do
that, which nothing but electing grace can make them'to
be and do, will cause them to feel their guiltiness
betore God? If they be reasonable characters, and much
acquainted with the scriptures, they will despise the idea
for its glaring inconsistency and falsehood. Preaching
and teaching will always have more effect to reach the
mind, than offering and exhorting; because the jformer
brings light into the judgment, but the latter proceeds in
the dark. There are thousands in this day who will sit to
hear exhortations and tenders of mercy, with a statement of
the terms of salvation, who will notl endure the wholesome
words of sound doctrine, ministered under the light of the
Holy Ghost. Whatever our exhortation-men may think,
it is plain, the natural world is on theirside. They collect
the poor ignoraut creatures by thousands, and draw them
to sanction and support their popular schemes, until them-
selves become elated with their wonderful success. Whereas,
if the doctrines of sovereign grace were to be sounded
forth boldly among them, they would shortly be dispersed
like birds when a gun is fired. As to the idea complained
of, that we “exhort them to mere outward duties;” it is
surely not wrong as far as it goes, and it certainly goes as
far as they can go in compliance with exhortation, so long
as they remain in an unregenerate state: I mean with
regard to gospel things. For with respect to moral disposi-
tions, I have before declared my sentiment.t And though
Mr. F. exhorted the unregenerate to spiritual acts, I
am very sure that, so long as men remain unregenerate,
they will never perform them; and so soon as they
become, by Almighty power, a new-born people, they will

* Page 39. + Vide page 159.



