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And it shouldbe rememberedthat, the argumentslain
down in the third section fully prove that, neitherthese
words, nor any other,can, when fairly explainedaccording
to "the form of sound words," contain an exhortation
to the unregenerateto trust in the Lord, as the regenerate
are taught and strengthenedto do by the Holy Ghost.
Besides,spiritual trust in Christ alwayssupposesinterest
in him; and, if oneungodly man may be exhortedsoto trust
in him, it follows all may. But such universalexhortation
must ever be irreconcilable with the doctrine of election,
and with particular redemption and intercession. For,
trusting in Christ is not a determining cause of salvation,
but a witnessingeffectof the interest such personshave iii
Christ,by the eternalwill of God the Father; and of their
being partakersof that ancientblessing through the power
of the Holy Spirit.*

‘I’he words of the Psalmist, however,must havea mean
ing: and they must be understoodas the languageof God,
accordingto the covenantof works; or, accordingto the
covenantof Israel; or accordingto the covenantof eternal
love in Christ Jesus, the Head and Saviour of the elect
world. If the lastweresupposed,then tile words would
be peculiar to those, to whom God is a covenantGod in
Cii rist; for weare never to forget, that relation is the foun
dation of obligation; accordingly,theLord did notgive the
law, without a preface to this effect: I am the Lord thy
God. But this would not suit the purposeof Mr. F. nor
would he allow that the words of David were spoken to
certain good men who were with him in his trouble, when
he was driven from his city by his son Absalom. For
when Mr. Button hinted this idea, he replied, "They cer
tainly were wicked men who are addressedin ver. 2, and
thereis no noticegiven in any part of the Psalmofa change
of persons."t Now if they werenotaddressedto good men,
they cannotbe spokenby God as a covenantGod in Christ,
and so not in reference to spiritual things; for God is not
an object of spiritual trust in any other relation. All
spiritual exercisesare requiredby the preceptsof Christ as
the crowned Head of the elect church of God; and are
thereforebinding on the elect only.

If the covenantof works be supposedto be the ground
of the Psalmist’s address,then the words belong alike to
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all men,to whom God is relatedasa CreatorandLaw-giver,
and hereagain relation is the ground of obligation, and as
is the natureof the former, so is the latter. But, that the
law of works cannot requiresupernaturalactsand services,
has been already shewn.* Whatever trust may be re
quired of mankind by the law of their creationstate, it can
have no referenceto spiritual salvation by a Mediator, for
the law commands nothing as a meansof salvation. It
is my judgment that, as the words were spoken by a
ruler and prophet in Israel, so they are to be understood
according to the tenorof that covenantof which Moses
wasa mediator. Israeliteswere bound to offer sacrifices
of righteousness,and to trust in Jehovah,without confi
dencein any arm of flesh. They were niuch addictedto
rely on the help of man insteadof trusting in the Lord
alone, in days of trouble and danger. Hence these
words, "Why gaddest thou about to change thy way?
thou shalt be ashamedof Egypt, as thou vast ashamedof
Assyria."f Trusting in the help of Egypt, at one time,
andin the powerof Assyria at another,wastrusting in an
arm of flesh,and forsaking the Lord their God, on whom
they were commandedto place their trust: Offer the
sacrificesof righteousness,and trust in the Lord, was the
injunction given for substance,continually.

As to the sacrjfices required,I conceive,they were such
as were according to law, as to matter, quality, manner,
and time: such as were right, pure, orderly,and seasonable,
according to the commandmentof the Lord by Moses,
and were, therefore,called the sacrificesof righteousness.
We find that at a certain time the Lord chargedthe priests
with despisinghis name, by offering polluted bread upon
his altar. "If, saitli he,ye offer the blind for sacrificeis it
not evil? And if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?
offer it now to thy governor: will he be pleasedwith thee?
or acceptthy person,saith the Lord of Hosts?"

Thus, by observingwhat theLord commandedand what
he rejected,as to sacrifices, we learn what was meantby
sacrificesof righteousness. But, what has this to do with
spiritual sacrifices except by way of allusion, which be
long to the spiritual priesthood, and are acceptable to
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