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all men, to whom God is related asa Creator and Law-giver,
and here again relation is the ground of obligation, and as
is the nature of the former, so is the latter. But, that the
law of works cannot require supernatural acts and services,
has been already shewn.* Whatever trust may be re-
quired of mankind by the law of their creation state, it can
have no reference to spiritual salvation by a Mediator, for
the law commands nothing as a means of salvation, It
i1s my judgment that, as the words were spoken by a
ruler and prophet in Israel, so they are to be understood
according to the tenor of that covenant of which Moses
was a mediator. Israelites were bound to offer sacrifices
of righteousness, and to trust in Jehovah, without confi-
dence in any arm of flesh. They were much addicted to
rely on the help of man instead of trusting in the Lord
alone, in days of trouble and danger. Hence these
words, “ Why gaddest thou about to change thy way ?
thou shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of
Assyria,”t  Trusting in the help of Egypt, at one time,
and in the power of Assyria at another, was trusting in an
arm of flesh, and forsaking the Lord their God, on whom
they were commanded to place their trust: Offer the
sacrifices of righteousness, and trust in the Lord, was the
injunction given for substance, continually.

As to the sacrifices required, I conceive, they were such
as were according to law, as to matter, quality, manner,
and time : such as were right, pure, orderly, and seasonable,
according to the commandment of the Lord by Moses,
and were, therefore, called the sacrifices of righteousness.
We find that at a certain time the Lord charged the priests
with despising his name, by offering polluted bread upon
his altar, < If, saith he, ye offer the blind for sacrifice isit
nol evil ?  And if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?
offer it now to thy governor: will he be pleased with thee?
or accept thy person, saith the Lord of Hosts "}

Thus, by observing what the Lord commanded and what
he rejected, as to sacrifices, we learn what was meant by
sacrifices of righteousness. But, what has this to do with
spiritual sacrifices (except by way of allusion), which be-
long to the spiritual priesthood, and are acceptable to

* Sect. I1I. + Jerem. ii. 36. )
t Mal, i, 6—8, 13, 14, with iii. 3, 1. and Deut. xxxiii. 19. Psalm li. 19, with
Exod. xii. 5. Lev. xxii. 21.

14



