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divine authority! VThat can infidels think while professing

christiansthus treatthe word of th greatGod.
Mr. F. "The persons admonished in the tenth verse

are the same with those mentionedin the second; which

words we find in Acts iv. 25-27, applied to Herod rind

Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peopleof Israel: that is,

they wereenemiesof Christ, unregeneratesinners." If it

be allowed that the personsaddressedby the Psalmistwere

unregeneratemen, still we haveno reason to believethat

David was exhortingthesekings and magistratesto receive

the Son of God as their Redeemer,and in the samesense

as that in which a new-born soul receives him under the

gospel. Mr. F. admits, that they who have not an oppor

tuniity of hearingthe gospelare not bound to believe. It is

not very probablethat thosekings and judgeshad the gos
pel in the days of king David ;therefore, if the words had

any meaningin the time when they were spoken,so as to

referto kings and judges then in being,such meaningcan
not be madeto favour our author’s principle, unlessit can
be provedtheserulers had the gospel.

Mr. F. "But the words are applied by the Apostles to

Herod and Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of
Israel, who were gatheredtogetheragainst Jesus:" these
had opportunity of hearing the gospel. The first partof
the Psalmis quoted as above, by the Apostles, but not

the second; nor do we find the Apostles exhortedthem
at any time to believe in Christ,as their Saviour. They
spokethe word with boldness, notwithstandingthe threat

enings breathedin their faces; but we read of no exhorta
tion used like that pleadedfor by Mr. F. Nor cana spiritual
exhortationbe provedfrom the words under consideration.
Besides,spiritual duties follow a spiritual birth, nor is it
possiblefor them to belong to any otherstate. The serv
ing of God in newnessof spirit, is a favour peculiar to the
adoptedsonsof God, who havereceivedthe Spirit of grace
from Christ, and are prepared to walk in the newness
of life.

Mr. F. "That the object of the command was spiritual,
is also manifest from the threatening,ad the promise
annexedto it, lest ye perish from the way-blessedare all
they that put their trust in him."t This is charmingdivi
nity! But what is the command? It is this, Kiss the Son.

What did Mr. F. think it meant? "Believe in Christ to
the salvation of your souls." Then the matter will stand
thus, believein Christ, lest he be angry! Is this either law
or gospel? The law says, God is angry; the gospel says,
lie is atoned. Pray what is this doctrine here held out
to us? It must be allowed that both the above assertions
are true, when due distinctions are made. "He that be
lieveth not on the Son of God, bath not life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him." This showswhat is man’s
dueby law, and that the wrath incurred by transgression,
remainsunremovedfrom those who never receiveChrist as
their life by faith. Their neverbeing broughtto believeon
the Son of God, is a sureevidencethat their namesare not
written in the Lamb’s book of life, and that he has not
madereconciliationfor their iniquity. All whwererecon
ciled by his death,are sure to be savedby his life. "He
that sparednothis own Son, but deliveredhim up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?"
But if he will give all things, he will certainlygive faith;
not to possessthis gift, therefore,is not to possessany evi
dencethat wrath is removed; and if it be not removedby
sacrifice, it abidethever.

To say, Kiss the Son, or believe on him, LEST God be
angry,is implicitly denyinghis anger is incurred,as Law
giver and judge, by man’s rebellion; or, it is intimating
that his angermay be appeasedby faith. But, without
controversy,faith is no atonement,but the act by which
the atonementis received. Jesus hath saved his people
from wrath to come, and faith is given as an evidenceof
the fact, and by faith is redemption known and enjoyed.
And to say, Kiss the Son, or believe in him lest lIE be
angry, is, when understoodof eternal things, a strange
gospel:for if the Son be angry, and,contraryto the cove
nant of redemption, should demand further satisfaction
than that which arose from that eternal settlement,then
that covenantcannotbe all our salvation, nor can he be a
completeSaviour. No man caneternallyperish for whom
Christ died. Mr. F. professed to believe this; why,
therefore,did he reasonfrom the secondPsalm,as though
he deniedthe sentimentof particularand certain redemp
tion? He mustsupposehis readerto be either savedfrom
wrath,or not. If hebe redeemedfrom destruction,he can
not possiblybe left to perish. Wherethen i the propriety
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