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Hence it appears that, commanding the unregenerate to be-
lieve in Christ for salvation, is supposing that salvation is
declared to be in Christ for them ; but no such declaration is
made in the scriptures; therefore, commanding the unrege-
nerate to believe in Christ for salvation is not according to
the scriptures. Mr. I, therefore has mis-explained, and
mis-applied certain passages of God’s word, to uphold his
views with the appearance of authority.

8. The law must suppose either the absence or the ex-
istence of sin; if the former, it cannot enjoin any thing.
with regard to the removal of sin, and, therefore, not faith
in Christ; if the latter, it inflexibly curses the sinner, and,
therefore it cannot enjoin any thing on the accursed, that
would imply an exemption from its inexorable sentence.
As the sinner is destitute of righteousness, the law cannot
justify him ; but it can and does condemn him, to endure
the curse incurred by disobedience. It makes no mention
of mercy; mnor does it enjoin the offender to use means to
obtain salvation from its awful sentence: so to do, would
be to resign its essential character, as a rule of strict, im-
partial, and immutable justice., Divine equity cannot act
contrary to its known property, of assigning to every one
bis due. It cannot legally hold guilty und unregenerate
men under its governing authority, as condemned to suffer
its awful penalty, and also exhort them, as unregenerate
sinners, to use means to escape from under its jurisdiction.
T'his proves at once the necessity of distinguishing between
equity and sovereignty, and between the law as a rule of
Justification belonging to mankind through Adam; and the
law «s a rule of sanctification only, belonging to the new
creation, in and through Christ the second Adam, their
elect head and redeeming Saviour.

Whatever is the duty of the unregenerate, must be so by
the law of their creation-state. But the law, counsidered as
the rule of obedience for justification before God, is a dis-
pensation entirely distinct fromn the covenant of Christ, and
heunce it is manifest that, whether its subject be deemed
innocent or guilty, it in neither case can require spiritual
faith in the Redeemer of the elect people of God.

0. If «“the law requires men to love God the same as if
they had never apostatized,” it cannot require that evange-
lical love, by which faith works, and sinners are saved;
but the law does require men to love God the same as if



