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God l’equiresnot the act of f’aith in Christ prior to tile exist
enceof’the principle. CompareNo.25,andNo. 5, herewith.

.. Vhere the principle, essential to tile act of faith,
is withheld entirely, the sentenceof justice abidesever
lastingly ; but the principle essential to faith is entirely
withheld from the non-elect; therefore,on the non-elect
the sentenceof justice abides everlastingly. , If salvation
be impossible to certain persons, their damnation must be
just; for them no satisfactionhas been made by thìe death
of Christ, iior can they bejustly punishablefor nottrusting
in it for their salvation. ‘ihis view of the divine dispensa
tion is not only consistent with itself, but involves the
salvationof as manyas that which it opposeF. For Mr. F.
has unreservedlydeclared that, "none ever did, or will
believe ill Christ, but those who are chosenof God from
eternity." He also says, " The salvation of some men is
impossible: it is certain that they will perish." If it be
certain that they will perish, it: must be certain that Christ
is not their Saviour ; and that they will never be punished
for not treating him as their Savionr. Nôs. 14, 24.

6. Ifjustice be satisfied for all the unregenerate,Jesus
is their Saviour; but Jesus is not the Saviour of’ all the
unregenerate;therefore,justice is not satisfied. If j ustice
be not satisfied,God cannotbe just in forgiving sin; if it
be satisfied,he cannot lie just in punishingsin again. If’
salvation be not in Chlrist for some unregenerate-sinners,
God must know that it is riot.; and, surely, lie does not
exhort them to look to Christ for that which lie knows is
not comprehendedin hlim for them. It is niami-ifest that
faith is not a putting of salvation into Christ: it is in him

or his people, before it is in his people through the Holy
Spirit, and by their faith in his name. Obligation and
exhortation,in respectto spiritual things, follow regenera
tion, or a new state of’ heart, and thus God acts consis
tently with his own sovereignacts of grace towards his
creaturesin Christ, when he commandsand exhorts them
to certain spiritual exercises,.tllat supposeand evidei-ice
their interest in. Christ; who is their orclainech life and
strength.

7. Believing in Christ for salvation, is an effect of salva
tion in Cli rist, for every one who so believes; but no effect
can precedeits own cause; therefore,salvation is in Christ
for every one believing in him, prior to their so believing.

Hence it appearsthat, commandingtime unregenerateto be
lieve iii Christfor salvation, is supposing that salvation is
declaredto be in Chi’st for them ; but no such declaration is
madein the scriptures; therefore, commanding the unrege
nerateto believe in Christ for salvation is not accordingto
tile scriptures. Mr. F. therefore has mis-explained,and
mis-applied certain passagesof God’s word, to uphold his
views with tfle appearanceof authority.

8. ‘J’he law mustsupposeeither the absence or the cx
isteoce of sin ; if the former, it cannot enjoin any tiling
with regard to the removalof sin, amid, therefore,not faith
in Christ ; if the latter, it inflexibly cursesthe sinner,amId,
thereforeit cannotenjoin any thing on the accursed,that
would imply an exemption from its inexorable sentence.
As the sinner is destituteof righteousness,the law cannot
justify him ; but it can anddoes condemnhim, to endure
the curse incurred by disobedience. It makesno mention
of’ mercy; nor does it enjoin the offender to use meansto
obtain salvationfrom its awful sentence:so to do, would
he to resign its essential chai’acter,as a rule of strict, im-

partial, and immutablejustice. Divine equity cannotact
contrary to its known property,of assigningto every one
his due. It cannot legally hold guilty and unregenerate
men under its governingauthority, as condemnedto suflèr
its awful penalty,and also exhort them, as unregenerate
sinners,to use meansto escapefrom under its jurisdiction.
This provesat once the necessityof distinguishingbetween
equity and sovereignty, and betweenthe law as a rule of
justification belongingto mankind through Adam; and the
law as a rule of sanctification only, belonging to the new
creation, in and through Christ time secondAdam, their
elect headand redeeming Saviour.

Whateveris the duty of the unregenerate,must be so by
the law of’ their creation-state. But the law,consideredas
the rule of obediencefor justification before God, is a dis
pensationentirely distinct from the covenantof Christ, amid
henceit is manifest that, whether its subject be deemed
innocentor guilty, it in neithercase cami requirespiritual
faith in the Redeemerof the elect peopleof God.

9. If’" the law requiresmen to love God the same as if
they iiad neverapostatized,"it cannot require that evange
lical love, by which faith works,and sinners are saved
lttt thie law does require mcmi to love God the sameas if


