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destruction as transgressors, which rendered it needful that
Christ should be made under the law for his chosen.
While man remained innocent, the law said, In the day
that thou sinnest thou shalt surely die. And when he had
transgressed it ministered death; but, never changed its
voice to exhort him to look for mercy ; therefore, there can
be no reason to suppose, that the scriptures contain any
command that natural men should possess and exercise the
saving grace of faith in a sovereign Redeemer.

Il. If the Hebrew covenant be understood to be the
ground of the command given; then such command must
be explained accordingly. This covenant which was made
with the children of Israel, by means of Moses as their
Mediator, was partly moral, partly ceremonial, and partly
Judicial, respecting the Jewish polity. Now, that this
covenant was peculiar to the Jews, it is evident by the pre-
face. I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, from the House of bondage.
T'herefore, whatever commands, exhortattons, or invitations,
we meet with in the scriptures, addressed to the Israelites
according to their peculiar covenant, such commands can
be no just grounds to reason upon, as to the duty of men
in general. This is a very clear case, and yet it 1s so con-
stantly overlooked by Mr. F., and others of the same sen-
timent with him, that we are frequently referred to certain
portions of scripture, whiclhh were peculiar to the Israelites,
to prove what men in general are bound to perform. Thus
are things perpetually confounded that ought to be kept
properly apart. The Jews, considered as men, and as
having sprang from the loins of Adam, were under the law
of works by nature, as all others were and are; and what-
ever was said to them, according to this relation only, was
the language of the same law to all, for substance; all
men being in the same state by creation, and by birth from
Adam.

III. If the covemant of grace and redemption by Jesus
Christ, be supposed to be the ground of the command given ;
then, of course, such command must be explained accord-
ingly. This covenant, being made with the Son of God
from before the foundation of the world, is peculiar to the
election of grace, whom he represented from everlasting,
and on whose behalf he distinctly covenanted to obey, to
suffer, and to die. All duties founded in this heavenly



