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but on the contrary, finding further confirmation in my
views of the subjectnudernotice,.1 now proceedto examine
the scripturesto whiich lie hias referred,andupoii which lie
has reasoned,expectingto find that, theymust have a very
different import from that which he has supposedthem to
contain.

SECTION XIX.

A KEY TO THE RIGhT UNDERSTANDING OF CERTAIN SCRIPTURES,

TO BE HEREAFTER CONSIDERED.

AL I. scripturebeinggiven by divine inspiration,the whole
must be in perfectharmony. Truth is ever consistentwith
itself, In the word of God, we neither find falsehoodvin
dicated, nor truth censured:the just are not condemned,
neitherare the wicked justified. What is duty is com
manded, and whatever is commandedis right. But all
men are not in the same state, therefore,the commandof
God is not the same to all. Every scriptural command
must be founded in thecovenantof works; or, iii thie He
brew covenantat Sinai; or, in the covenant of graceand
redemptionby JesusChrist; for, accordingto one or other
of these distinct dispensationsof God’s will, must every
command,exhortation,and invitation, be understood. If
the covenantof works be supposed; then the law, as the
strict rule of justification by works, must eithersuppose
its subject to be righteous or unrighteous. If the former,
then it pronounceshim justified in his uprightnessor inno
cence: in which case,as a Saviour would be unnecessary,
so faith n-must be out of the question. If the latter, then it
condemnshim to die as accursedof God. It is, however,
impossiblethat the very same law shouldhold its subject
guilty, and bind him over to sufièr the penalty due to his
crimes, andat the sametime enjoin thie offender to trust
the law-giver will granthim remission. The invariablelan
guageof law is, do and live, transgressand die. Thus it
spoketo Adam at first, and thus it still speaksto all its
naturalsubjects. It cannot, therefore,enjoin any thing on
man, as a meansof salvation.’ this would be contrary to
its natureand perfection. The law held all men over to

destructionas transgressors,which renderedit needfulthat
Christ should be Illadle under the law for his chosen.
While man remained innocent, the law said, In time day
that thou sinnestthou shalt surely die. And when lie had
transgressedit ministei’ed death; but, never changed its
voice to exhorthim to look for mercy; therefore,therecan
be no reason to suppose,thiat the scripturescontain any
commandthat natural mcii shouldpossessand exercisethe
saving graceof faithi in a sovereignRedeemer.

It. If the Hebrew covenant be understood to be the
groundof the commandgiven; then such commandmust
be explainedaccordingly. This covenantwhich wasmade
with the children of’ Israel, by meansof Moses as their
Mediator, waspartly moral, partly ceremonial,and partly
judicial, respecting the Jewish polity. Now, that this
covenantwaspeculiar to time Jews,it is evident by the pre
fhce. I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of Egypt, from the House o,f bondage.
Thei’efore,whatevercommands,exhortations,or invitations,
we meetwith in the scriptures, addressedto the Israelites
accordingto their peculiar covenant,such commandscan
be no just groundsto reason upon, as to the duty of men
iii general. This is a very clear case,amid yet it is so con
stantlyoverlookedby Mr. F., and othersof the samesen
tinient with him, that we are frequently referredto certain
portionsof scripture,which wei’e peculiar to the Israelites,
to prove what men in generalare boundto perform. Thus
are thiings perpetually confounded that ought to be kept
properly apart. The Jews, considered as mcii, and as
havingsprangfrom the loins of Adam, were under the law
of works by nature,as all otherswereand are; and what
ever wassaid to them, accordingto this relation only, was
the languageof the same law to all, for substance;all
men being in the samestateby creation,and by birth from
Ad a iii.

III. if the covenantqf grace and redemptionby Jesus
Christ, be supposedto be the groundof time commandgiven;
then, of course,such command ri-must be explainedaccord
ingly. This covenant,being made with the Son of God
from before the foundationof the world, is peculiarto the
election of grace, whom lie representedfrom everlasting,
and on whose behalf he distinctly covenantedto obey, to
suffer, and to die. All duties founded in this hieavenly* Vide Argum. 8. p. 13.


