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the Son of God took on him the natureof men and not of
devils, and becausehe has a right to natural and moral
homagefrom men, as the Lord and King of the whole
earth,where they for a time are sufferedto reside,and that
in things that cannotbe requiredof deVilS. But the preach
ing of the gospel to men doesnot SUOSCthat all men have
any saving benefit by the atonementof Christ. Mr. F.
imagined,that becausethegospelwas to be preachedto men,
and not to devils, thereforetheatonementcould not exclude
a part of mankind in the samesenseas it excluded devils.
But, this suppositidnis of no use,whenit is consideredthat
thegospel is not preachedto all men,but many departoutof
this world, who never saw the scriptures,nor had any idea
of divine revelation. Now do not such appearto be ex
cluded from salvation by Christ as fully as devils are?
This, however,is plain, it obviates the fbrce of Mr. F.’s
reasoning for the contrary idea; for the gospel being
preachedto some men, can be no reason for any one to
conclude,that all men were atoned for by Christ, or that
none of them are absolutelyexcluded from salvation by his
atonement.

2. The will of God is immutable,and as he willed not to
write them in the Lamb’s book of life, who will at last be
found out of Christ, and under the curseof the law of
creation,it mustbeutterly impossiblefor those persons,any
of them, to be glorified with Christ. It is "by God’s
will, as the God of all grace, that the elect are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Christ oncefor all."

And the will of God is as immutablein theonepointasthe
other; for if it be said that the non-elect may be saved,I
am certain it must follow that the elect may be damned.
But with God there is no variableness,neithershadowof
turning.

3. The word door in the scripture, is of the satneimport
whenapplied to mattersof salvation,as the term way: but
if Christ has by his death, opened a way TO sinnersas
such,he musthavedone all that would havebeennecessary
to be done,in order for all mankind to haveenteredthe
kingdom of glory. Yes, sirs, he musthavesatisfiedjustice
for all mankind, by or accordingto the will of God and our
Father. But how this could be done, and the word of
God be true, no tonguecan tell! Would Jesusopen a door
of hope to the world of sinnersthat hewould not pray for?

or to those perQnsto whom he will hereaftersay,Depart,
yecursed, I never knew you.

4. 1 observe Mr. F. does not say that Christ by his
death openeda door of hope FOR sinners,hut o sinners
as such. When the scripturesspeakof Christ’s death,and
what he then did, they say, " He wasmadesin FOR US-
that he was madea curse FOR us-Christ hath once suf
fered the just FOR the unjust-He loved the church, and
gavehimself FOR it-Foa whom Christ died-Christ our
passoveris sacrificed FOR us-By the which WILL we are
sanctifiedthrough the offering of’ the body of Christ once
FOR all." We may hence see how differently the Holy
Ghost words the matter of Christ’s death from Mr. F.
Where doesthe word of God aver that Christ by his death
openeda door of hope ‘ro sinners?

5. But it is said, " that this door of hope which Christ
is supposedto haveopened to sinners,as sinners,affords a
ground for their being invited without distinction to believe
and be saved." Now thisassertionmustbe utterly fallacious
if the doctrine of particular redemption, by satisfaction
being madeto justice fbi’ the elect,and not far the rest, be
held fast. I confessI can see no medium between being
redeemedfrom thecurseof the law, andnot being redeenied
from it: between Christ’s atoning for sins, and his not
atoning for them: between his dying for certainpersons,
and his not dying for them. I believe the scripturesno
where speakof personsbeing sufficiently paid for, whether
they aresavedor not: the holy wordof God speakspositiveli,’,
"ye are bought with a price"- " He shall seeof the travail
of his soul, andshall be satisfied." Christ’s opening a door
of hope to sinnersby his death, must supposethat he is
both ableand willing to save all men. But I have in his
work endeavouredto shev, that le is neither able nor
willing, or not ablebecausenot willing, to saveall men ot’
sinners without distinction : therefore lie cannot be the
author of any invitation that supposeshe is both able and
willing, and which is supposedto be foundedon his power
and good-will to sinners as such, wit/tout distinction. It
should ever be remembered,thatChrist Jesusdoesnot save
men or sinners,by his own power and will, as he is God
personally considered; but as he is God-lan and Medi
ator, in office by the sovereigncounsel and covenant of
the adorableThree iii One : Father, Son, aeil l-lolv GIot.
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