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Lord?* If there are not different degrees of punishment,
how can some have a more tolerable condition than others ?
But, it one lost sinner be to sutfer as much as all lost
sinners, as Mr, F.’s mode of reasouing supposes, then it
must follow that one sinner does as much dishonour to the
name of God as all maunkind put together! It will next
follow that man is not only accountable for his own faults,
but for those of mankind. Where do the sacred writings
hold out such sentiments for our reception? Paul says,
The sinner shall receive according to that ke hath done in
his body ; but, he has never said, that any one shall suffer
according to what others have done in their bodies. There-
fore if we suppose any one to stand in the place of one lost
sinner, we are not, in so doing, to imagine, that such a
substitute must, oun that account, suffer as much as though
he had represented all lost sinners. The greater the guilt,
the greater the punishment: the greater the numbert of
sinners, the greater the measure of guilt. It must, there-
fore, follow that, ‘if more sinners had been saved, the
sorrows of the Saviour must have been proportionably in-
creased.” But, Mr. I, admitted that if this were the case,
then, for aught he knew, indefinite invitations might be
inconsistent with particular redemption.

Now, as it is impossible that one sinner, in the few ycars
of his embodied state on earth, should commit as much sin
and do as much dishonour to God, as all mankind put
together, or even as his chosen race, it is incredible that a
just God can have punished Christ in the same degree, as
though all the world had been to be saved by his death: or,
that he would have suffered just the same as he did suffer,
had only one sinner been ordained to salvation. Yet, this
preposterous idea must be maintained, or Mr. F.’s system
of indefinite invitations is without foundation in the death
of Christ, by his own concession !

Mpr. F. « If the measure of his sufferings were according
to the degree of their guilt, or if his sorrows must have been
proportionably increased, if those who are saved had been
more guilty ; it might, for aught I know, be inconsistent
with indefinite invitations.”}

Ans. To be guilty, is to be chargeable with crimes that
expose one to punishment. A man’s being more guilty

* Matt. x. 15. and xxii, 14.
+ Rom, v. 15, Isaiah liii. 6, 12. 1 Page 100.



