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but, no such consequence can possibly follow the use of
means, in order to obtain a temporal subsistence and to
preserve natural life. As, therefore, thereis no parity in
the subjects discussed and compared, 1 conclude the ar-
guments adduced, to be without vahdity.

Quot. ““ If the days of man are determined, and his
bounds appointed that he cannot pass them, it must have
been determined that that generation of Israelites who went
out of Egypt should die in the wilderness; yet it was their
duty to have believed God, and to have gone up to possess
the land ; and their sin to disbelieve him, and turn back in
their hearts to FEgypt. And it deserves particular notice,
that this, their sin, 1s held up both by David and Paul, as
an example for others to shun, and that in spintual
concerns,’ ¥

Ans. This will not all prove that, they ought to have
lived longer than the time appointed for them, nor that they
were reprehensible for not living longer, or that they should
suffer for not going up to possess the land, Their not
believing the word of God, and theirlustingafterevil things ;
their idolatry, fornication, tempting of Christ, and mur-
muring in their tents, were their sins, for which they were
destroyed, and kept out of the promised land. And it
appears, that Paul held up their conduct as an example, to
the intent that his professing brethren at Corinth should
not act as they did—¢ Wherefore (said he), let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed, lest he fall.”” But, what
will this do towards answering the objection? Can any man
possibly preserve his life beyond the time appointed for
him ? Is he bound so to do? And is he liable to sufler for
ever because he cannot? Or, is his inability in this matter
criminal ? If it is granted that no man is bound thus toact,
or thus to suffer, then ot what real service could the circum-
stances cited and argued upon by Mr. F. be to his cause.

Quot. “ It was the duty of Pharaoh to have followed
the counsel of Moses, and to have let the people go; and
his sin to pursue them into the sea: yet, it was the purpose
of God, by this means, to destroy him. DMoses sent mes-
sengers to Sthon, king of Heshbon, with words of peace,
saying, Let me pass through thy land; and it was doubt-
less, the duty of Sihon to have complied with the request :
yet it appears by the issue, that the Lord had determined
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