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dent for the purpose. Yet, thoughthis very powerbe thus
defective; and be all the power the sinner has; still, he
shall neverthelessbe tormented evermore,becauselie does
not pem-forni those things which his said ability is not, nor
ever could be sufficient to pci-form, and which insufficient
power,is theonly ground of his accountablenessto God!
Can this be good news from heavento helplesssinners?

3. But, perhapsI shall be remindedthat Mr. F. has said
that, "Natural power is not of itself sufficient," and that
moral ability is needful to the doing of good! things. Sup
poseso, still we are in a densefog, becausehe hashere told
us that "Moral poweris notpower." For, if we work this
strangeproblem by the easy rule of addition,andso add
together, ‘not sqflicient power,’ and ‘ not power,’ the sum
total will still be, "not sufficient power." This to me is no
way satisfactory,except that it proves,as Mr. F. haselse
where confessed,that man’s inability is total; and that
Mr. F.’s systemhadanevidenttendencyto self-destruction.

4. But, what doeshe here say is necessaryto constitute
us accountable beings ? It is not that we should be
actually disposed to holy actions,but, barely be ableto do
such actionszf we were disposed! Here our accountable
ness is made to rest upon our future dispositions,quite
contrary to his assertionselsewhere. Besidesto be sodis
posed,is to be the subject of regeneration,and Mr. F.’s
argumentrequiredhim to proveman to be an accountable
agent,merely on account of his being a man; or, because
he has rational faculties, bodily powers, &c. but this he
could not prove, for Adam had more than these,when he
becamean uprightman from the handof hisCreator. We
are not at liberty to consider fallen men apart from their
original stateby creationand covenantin Adam; any more
than we are to view the saintsapartfrom their standingin
JesusChrist.

5. If, by "being actually disposed to holy actions," be
meant,a regeneratestate of heart,then I maintain it, that
a being, actually so disposed,is essential to our being
required to perform spiritual exercises,or to believe in
Christ for a purchasedsalvation. No nian can reason..
ably besupposedto be actually disposed to holy actions,
in whom a passive work of grace has not taken place.
Christ is becomea root of holy ability in all such persons;
their ability is, therefore,truly spiritual, and is becomeas

a thing natural to them, as united to Christ, and having
him living in them; as on the contrary sin is natural to
theni as fallen in Adam, and whose sinfulnessin them is
called the old man. Thus the natureof Adam is an evil
quality in our persons,while the natureof Christ, called
a divine nature,is a good quality in us. Only sin is not a
creation,while graceis, and is, therefore, to be reckoned
a positive thing; but, sin is to be reputeda negativething, a
positive it cannot be, without supposingGod to be its
author.

Mi-. I’. "There is a manifest difference between the
blindnessof Bartimeus,who was ardentlydesirousthat he
mightreceivehis sight, and that of the unbelievingJews,
who closed their eyes lest they shouldsee, and be converted
and healed;and betweenthe naturalsenseof hearing,and
the stateof thosewho haveears, but hear not."

Ans. Herehis effort is, to shew the difiCrencebetween
naturaland moral ability, as they are customarily taken.
But, the distinction itself we have concludedto reject,as
far less suited to gospel things, than that of natural and
spiritual ability; not, however,becausethey cannotbedis
tinguishedone from the other,according to Mr. F.’s defi
nition of them,as inserted in the beginningof the former
section ; but, becausethe distinction is thought to be of
niisguiding tendency.

There is a manifestdifference betweenthe sight which
Bartimeusardently desired, and that spiritual perception
and understandingwhich the Holy Ghost gives unto the
minds of his chosen people, through Christ Jesus;also,
betweenthe natureof the light and perceptionwhich the
unbelievingJewshad and would notexercise,by searching
the scripturesimpartially, andacknowledginghim to bethe
Christ of God,of whom they abundantly testified; and
that supernaturallight and knowledge,of which all true
believersare the subjects. Thatkind of conversionwhich
is effected by the sovereignpower of the Holy Ghost,
through JesusChrist,as the chosenHead and rsIediatorof’
the covenantof grace,hasnever beenpreventedmerely by
the obstinacyof thecreature. Thosewho havethe capacity
of spiritual perception,can no more avoid seeingthe Son,
and believing on him, than they can help seeingthe light,
when their bodily eyesare open and the sunshiiiethi upon
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