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a thing natural to them, as united to Christ, and having
him living in them; as on the contrary sin is natural to
then as fallen in Adam, and whose sinfulness in them is
calied the old man. Thus the nature of Adam is an evil
quality in our persons, while the nature of Christ, called
a divine nature, is a good quality in us. Only sin is not a
creation, while grace is, and is, therefore, to be reckoned
a positive thing ; but, sin is to be reputed a negative thing, a
positive it cannot be, without supposing God to be its
author.

Mr. F. «“There is a manifest difference between the
blindness of Bartimeus, who was ardently desirous that ke
might receive his sight, and that of the unbelieving Jews,
who closed their eyes lest they should see, and be converted
and healed ; and between the natural sense of hearing, and
the state of those who have ears, but hear not.”’*

Ans. Here his effort is, to shew the difference between
natural and moral ability, as they are customarily taken.
But, the distinction itself we have concluded to reject, as
far less suited to gospel things, than that of natural and
spiritual ability ; not, however, because they cannot be dis-
tinguished one from the other, according to Mr. F.’s defi-
nition of them, as inserted in the beginning of the former
section ; but, because the distinction is thought to be of
misguiding tendency.

There is a manifest difference between the sight which
Bartimeus ardently desired, and that spiritual perception
and understanding which the Holy Ghost gives unto the
minds of his chosen people, through Christ Jesus; also,
between the nature of the light and perception which the
unbelieving Jews had and would not exercise, by searching
the scriptures impartially, and acknowledging him to be the
Christ of God, of whom they abundantly testified; and
that supernatural light and knowledge, of which all true
believers are the subjects. That kind of conversion which
is effected by the sovereign power of the Holy Ghost,
through Jesus Christ, as the chosen Head and Mediator of
the covenant of grace, has never been prevented merely by
the obstinacy of the creature. Those who have the capacity
of spiritual perception, can no more avoid seeing the Son,
and believing on bim, than they can help seeing the light,
when their bodily eyes are open and the sun shineth upon
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