272 Of the Mediation of Chriff.

Thefe are the tremendous Myfleries of our holy
Religion kept fecret in Ages paft,but now made
manifeft by the Scriptures of the Prophets, ac-
cording to the Commandment of the eternal
God, publifhed throughout all Nations for the
Obedience of Taith. Hence the Divinity of
the Chriflian Religion is evidently clear. Wkhat
Wifdom of Men, awhat Wifdom of Angels, could
devife thefe Things, that are fo decp, fo fublime,
and in fo bigh a Degree exceed all the Under-
flanding of all Creatures 2 How does the adore-
able Wifdom of God, ‘fuflice, Holinefs, Trutb,
Goodnefs, Pbhilantbhropy, bere difplay itfelf, in
Sinding, appointing, and completing this Me-
thod of our Salvation 2 How calmly-a Confcicnce,
prefled awith the Burden of Sin, may reft in fuch
a Surety, in fuch an Engagement 2 Here obferv-
ing this Metiod of our Reconciliation, wortbhy
of God, and fafe and fecure for Man, Who
that contemplates thefe Things in the Light of
the Spirit woill not break forth into the Praife
of the moft holy, the mofl juft, the moft true,
and the moft high God? O the Depth of the
Riches of the Wifdom and Knowledge of God !
O! the Myfleries which Angels defire to look
into! Glory be to the Father, who provided, ad-
rmittted, gave }ﬁzcb a Surety! Glory be to the
Son, wwho clothing bimfelf vith buman Flefb ac-
cerding to bis Engagement and Promife, [o free-
Iy, fo patiently, and fo couragioufly dicd for
us! Glory be to the boly Spirit the Revealer, the
Witnefs, and the Earneft of fo great Hapti-
ncis! Be thou exalted, O Chrift fefus, trueand

eternal
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eternal God, true and boly Man, and bsth uni-
ted, and the Properties of each Nature preferv-
ed in'a Unity of Perfon. MWe confefs thee, we
worfbip thee, we apply ourfelves to thee, at thy
Feet we lay ourfelves, from thy Hand only e
expcc? Sclvation, thou only Saviour. Wedefire
to be thy peculiar Portion, and by thy Grace we
are, and fhall cternally remain. — Let the whole
World of thy Eleét know thee, acknowledge thee
with us, and [o by thee be faved. This is the
whole of Faith, thisis the wkole of Hope, this
15 the whole of our Dcfire, Amen. Oecon.
Fad. Lib. II. Cap. 4.

I fhall now attend to what Mr, Fofler deli-
vers on this moft important and glorious Sub-
je¢t, which fills the Angels with Aftonith-
ment, engages their ftricteft Attention, and is
an eternal Spring of Comfort, Joy, and blifs
ful Delight to the Saints.

! 1. He afferts, That this Confliution, is not
a Scheme entirely new ; but that it is clofely con-
nected and interwoven with the effential Branches
of the Religion of Nature (*). Anfw. This
is not true according to our Principles, nor his
own. Upon our Principles it canhnot be trae,
for natural Religion, knows nothing atall of a
Saviour, nor of Salvation, by the Obedience
and Sufferings, or Mediation of Fefus Chrift,
and, confequently, not of As, of Faith and
Hope in bim, nor of Love and Obedience to
him: All which are founded on his Perfon, me-
diatorial Engagements, and As, and thofe pre-

cious Benefits we receive from him, as our only
T Media-

(*) Vol.1V. of Sermons, p. 392.
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Mediator and Saviour, It is falle, even upon
his own Principles ; for his Opinior of the me-
diatorial Scheme, is fo far from being a Revival
of the Religion of Nature, that it is a'bafe and
wretched Corruption of it. Natural Religion
teaches us perfect Love to God, and our Neigh-
bour ; and that moral Imperfetion is difplea-
fing to him, and fubjects us to his awful An-
ger, Mr, Fofler maintains, that God, accord-
ihg to this Conltitution, accepts, juftifies, and
rewards guilty Men, upon the Foundation of
their own Works. That he accepts of
fincere Obedience, in the Room of perte;
which is not agreeable to the pure Religion of
untainted Nature ; but it certainly is a great
Depravation of it. In divine Revelation,
natural Religion is delineated, and fet forth
in all its Beauties ; and it fuperadds the
Chriftian Religion to that. This Gentleman
denies almoft every Branch of the latter, and
he gives a deformed Reprefentation of the,
former,

2, The Author complains much of this
Dodtrine having been gr;/sly mifreprefented . —
God, fays he, confidered in himfelf, bas been
defcribed as an Object of Horror, and abfolutely
inacceffible by bis frail offending Creatures (').
And he dares to pafs this bold Cenfure on that
Defcription of God. An unnatural Imputa-
tion, and moft abfurdly blafphemous (™). 'This
is a Home-thruft, 'tis a daring Stroke. Let

him fee to it, how he will defend this impious.
Cenfure

(1) Page 395 (%) Ivid,
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Cenfure, in a certain Time to come. Ifitis
not agrecable to the pure Nature of God, to
approve of moral Impurity ; it is no unnatural
Imputation to defcribe him, as inacceffible by
fuch as are the Subjects of moral Turpitude,
in themfelves confidered. If it is an A& of
Juftice in God to punith and drive from his
moft holy Prefence, thofe who fin againft
him ; it 1s not Blafphemy to aflert, that an
offending Creature, as fo confidered, or in him-
felf, cannot with Safety appear before the di-
vine Tribunal. And that it is a righteous
Thing with God, to recompenfe Sin with
Tribulation; a very thort Time will convince
this Perfon, and all other Men, who may
doubt of it now. Thro' Ignorance, Secli-
Love, Pride and Prejudice, he and others,
may at prefent flatter them(elves, that an Ap-
pearance before the moft holy, and the moft
high God, tho’ they are Criminals, will not be
attended with any Danger: But if they are
not convinced of this Miftake, and jflee for
Refuge to the great Mediator, they will moit
certainly find it a dreadful, a fatal one, It
would be infinitely lefs bold and prefumptuous
in a Rebel to infift upon it; that without Fear
or Shame, he may approach the Prefence of
his Sovereign, tho” he has rebelled againft his
Crown and Dignity ; than it is for finful Men
to ftand upon it, that without Terror they
may enter the Prefence of the infinite Majefty
of Heaven, notwithftanding their Rebellion
againft him. It is no Difhonour to God, to

T 2 seprefent
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reprefent him as an Obje&t of Dread and Ter-
ror to guilty Creatures ; but it is a juft Affer-
tion ot his eternal, infinite, and invariable
Righteoufnefs. He can't be juft if he is not
a Terror to evil Doers, as fo confidered.

He afks a very impertment Queition, and
vainly flourifhes and infults, as if he was mili-
tating againft the moft evident Abfurdity.
Where, fays he, can Accefs be bad, 1f not to in-
Sinite Mercy (")¢ Anfw. Itis to God, as infi-
nitely merciful and gracious, that guilty Crea-
tures muft apply with Hopes of Acceptance,
and the Communication of Favours to them,
What is undeferved ; free Mercy alone beftows
on the defervedly miferable. This is frecly
granted. But if he had put a Query fuitable
to the Point in Hand, it muft have been this:
May not rebellious Creatures hope for Mercy,
without any Provifion for the Honour, and
maintaining the Rights of Juftice ? If Le proves
any Thing to the Purpofe, he muft prove this;
that divine Mercy may exercife itfelf, in Fa-
vour of finful Men, without any Method ta-
ken to anfiwer the Demands of Juftice. This
he has not yet proved, nor will he ever be able
to give Proof of it. That is a Principle he
begs and takes for granted, without fo much
as the leaft Attempt to contirm it, either from
Reafon or Revelation.  As to what he fays of
Men flewing Mercy to Offenders (°); it is a
Woeaknefs in them, not to be able to exercife
Juftice at the fame Time, that they extend

Mercy

(") Page 395. (°) Page 396.
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Mercy to Criminals. It is a Weaknefs at-
tending human Nature, not to be capable of
fupporting the Rights of Juftice, when they
fhew Clemency towards the Guilty., Wifdom,
if it was in their Power, would always dire&t
them to fhew Favour to Tranfgreflors, in fuch
a Way, as that the Authority and Santion of
their Laws might be fully eftablifhed in doing
it. But fince that it is not in their Power, in
all Cafes, wherein Mercy is extended to Of-
fenders ; they are obliged to act differently to
what the Laws in Force direct, however juft
and equitable they are.  Seeing it is the wifeft
Way, foto exercife Mercy, as at the fame Time
to maintain the Rights of Juftice ; it is reafo-
nable to conclude, that God who is infinitely
wife and juft, will never be merciful to his
guilty Creatures, but in fuch a Way, as that
Juftice fhall not be obliged to give up any
Part of its Right, or its Glory be in the leaft
veil’d ; and that he is capable of being clement
and favourable to Offenders, in fuch a Way,
tho’ Men are not.

He adds, Or if the fupreme Being be, in
particular Cafes, averfe to all Commiferation ;
dare any inferior Being prefume to intercede as
a Mediator 2 To dictate Mercy to him, that is
all-perfeit 5 to attempt to make more compliable,
to footh, and mollify him into greater Benignity
and Indulgence? If God be in himfelf, an un-
ckangeable and unerring Pattern of every Thing
that is right and fit ; would nat fuch a Media-
tor alt an indecent, nay, an immora! Part?

T 3 Wauld
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Would be not bebave in a Manner unbccoming
an intelligent Being, if he fbould fue for Mercy,
any farther than God is by Nature merciful (*) ?
Anfw. 1. If God was averfe to all Commifera-
tion, a Mediator would never have been pro-
vided. It was free Mercy, Goodnefs and
Grace, that appointed Chrift Mediator ; to the
End that Mercy mightbe glorified confiftent with
Juftice, in the Pardon and Salvation of finful
Men. 2. Our Saviour in his Interceffion,
does not intreat God to be more merciful and
kind, than it is agreeable to his moft merciful
Nature to be, towards his guilty Creatures, in
a Way of Juftice. And fince Chrift became
Mediator and Interceflor, as an Effe@ of di-
vine Love and Goodnefs; it is not thought,
that God is prevailed with, in Confequence of
his Interceflion, to fhew Mercy, not having
before a Difpofition to exercife it. And,
therefore, Mr. Fofter, after his ufual Manner,
trifles moft egregioufly. 3. The Interceflion
of our blefled Lord, being founded on the
Perfe@ion of his Satisfa&ion ; he afks for no
larger and more extenfive Exercife of Mercy,
than confifls with Juftice ; and, confequently,
in his Interceflion, he alts no indecent and
immoral Part; nor in a Manner unbecoming
an intelligent Being,  Nothing farther is atked
of God, than he is inclined to beftow ; and he
is not defired to communicate his Favours, in
a Way unfuitable to his own Perfections,
And, therefore, our Advocate in pleading for

us,
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us, fully fupports his Charatter of righteous.
If any Man fin, we bave an Advocate swith the
Father, Fefus Chrift the righteous (*).

On the contrary, if any Circumflances could
be fuppofed, in which the fupreme Model of
every Thing truly worthy and noble, might be
smagined to be, effentially confidered unpropitious
and inacceffible ; is it not undeniably certain,
that the Mediator alfo ought to be inacceffible ?
Or can the Deity be degraded by the Exercife of
Compayffion, in the very fame Cafe, in which the
Mediator is exalted and dignified, by pleading
Jor Compaffion ()2 Anfw. Tho’ God is inac.
ceflible by guilty Creatures, without a Satis-
faction given to his Law and Juftice for their
Offences ; yet upon the Ground of the Satis«
faction of Chrift, he not only may, but he
certainly will admit Sinners into his glorious
Prefence, and receive them to himfelf; for
Juftice itfelf directs to this merciful, kind and
gracious acting towards them upon that Foun-
dation, And, therefore, the Mediator may
be addrefled with Boldnefs and Freedom, by
thofe for whofe Sins he made Atonement, and
the Father alfo may thro’ him : #7e bave Bold-
nefs and Accefs with Confidence by the Faith of
bim (*). Again, God is not degraded by
fhewing Compalflion, confiftent with Juftice:
None fuppofe that he is: Nor does the Medi-
ator petition him to be kind to Sinners, at the
Expence of his Righteoufnefs, It would be a

T 4 great
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great Difhonour to our gracious and merciful
Interceffor to imagine he does. QOur Author
concludes his negative Account of this Matter
with faying, muft not our humble Supplications,
even when they are offered thro' a Mediator,
be ultimately prefented to the divine Mercy?
If fo, it then ncc%&zrt’ly follosos, that the true
Ground on which the mediatorial Scheme awas
eflabliflied, could not be, that God was in him-
Jelf, either too terrible, or too refentful, or too
inexorable, to be aircélly addrefled and invo-
cated (V). Anfw. Prayer is directed to divine
Mercy, as exercifing itfelf on the Foundation
of Chrift's Atonement and Satisfaction ; and,
therefore, in a Way confiflent with Juftice,
But God cannot be invocated by a Sinner, out
of Chrift, with any folid Hope of being heard,
accepted and anfwered. Yet it is not the
Mediation of Chrift, that caufes a Will in
God to be kind and favourable to his People,
The Conftitution of Chrift a Mediator, is the
gracious Effc&t of an eternal Purpofe in God,
to fthew Mercy to Sinners; and fuppofes a
Will in him to fave them, prisr in Order of
Nature to that Appointment.  But the Media-
tion of Chrift is the only Way, wherein Juf-
tice as well as Mercy can be exercifed in their
Recovery ; which it became the infinite Wif-
dom of God to provide for the Vindication of,
in this great Affair. And, therefore, tho’ the
Death of Chrift did not procure a Will in
God, to be reconciled to Sinners ; yet, fince

he
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he cannot without negle@ing the Rights of his
Juftice treat them in a merciful Manner, ex-
cept upon the Foundation of the Propitiation
of Chrift ; it evidently follows, that God can-
not be addrefled and invocated by Tranfgref-
fors out of him, to his own Glory, and their
everlafting Peace and Happinefs.

Mr. Foffer proceeds, polfitively, to give us
an Account of his Opinion, in Relation to this
momentous Subje@. And, he fays thus, The
true Chriflian Dollrine of a Mediator, the
Subflance of wkich is; that our blefled Saviour
was appointed by the fupreme Authority of Hea-
ven and Earth, to reconcile apoflate and rebel-
lious Men (thefe are harfh Terms, but we
don’t often meet with them) o their offended
(another hard Word) Maker and Sovereign ;
and to be the Diflributer of God's Favours to
Moankind (*). Then he obferves, that it 1s
probable, that Chrift did not fland in the Charac-
ter of a Mediator, till after bis Exaltation,
(which is a Socinian Tenet,) and feveralThings
to clear up this Appointment from fome Objec-
tions, wherewith we have noConcern at prefent :
Next he explains what is intended by afcribing
Reconciliation and Remiffion to the Decath of
Chrift: Andfays,that it isthe undeniable Doélrine
of the new Teflament that the Death of Chrift was
not intended to render the Deity propitious (°):
None fuppofe it was, which I have before ob-
ferved. The whole Ufe and Efficacy of 1t,
adds he, fprings from bis appointing and decla-

ring
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ring it to be an accepted Sacrifice (*). If it
is fo, then the Decath of Chrft, in its own
Nature, had nothing of a Fitnefs in it to atone
for Sin: It was merely an arbitrary A& in
God to appoint it to fuch a Ufe, It was
not then in Reality a Sacrifice, or it was not
fo in itfelf, only God accepted it as fuch.
Than which two Particulars the Gentleman
will never be able to exprefs any Thing more
falfe, and contradi@ory to the current Senfe of
the new Teftament, Thofe Writings tell us,
that Chrift is facrificed for us (¥). That he
gave bimfelf for us an Offering and a Sacri-
Siee (). That he put away Sin, by the Sa-
erifice of bimfelf (*). ‘Thefe Teftimonies Mr.
Fofter contradidts, and confidently afferts, that
it was no otherwife a Sacrifice, than by Ac-
ceptation. How trifling therefore is it, yea
how abfurd to obferve, as he does, zhat it is
the exprefs Command of God, to confider the
Death of Chrift, under the Notion of a Sa-
crifice (*). What ? Are we command-
ed by God to confider, or account the Death
of his Son to be that which in Fa&t it was
not ? A Sacrifice it feems his Death was
not ; but we are required by God himfelf to
confider it a Sacrifice : ‘This is ridiculous tri-
fling indeed with facred Things. Three Rea-
fons are affigned for our accountmo by Ver-
tue of divine Authority, the Death of Chrift
to be what it was not. 1, That it might be
a
(*) Page 4or. (V; 1 Cor.v.7. (*) Eph. v. 2,
(*) Heb. ix. 26. (°) Page 402.
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a flanding Memorial of God's being propitious,

and inclined to pardon the Sins of Men—a Me-
morial co-inciding with the almoft univerfal Sen-
timent and Praélice of the World (among wkom
Sacrifices were efteemed as an effential Part of
Religion) and likely, upon that Account to have
a more certain and powerful Influence (°).
Anfw. What Fitnefs was there in the Death of
Chrift to be fuch a ftanding Memorial ? None
at all according to our Author’s Opinion ; it
became fo by a mere arbitrary Act of God,
who would have Men confider it under the
Notion of a Sacrifice, tho'it was not a Sacri-
fice. Again, the Death of Chrift procured
the Pardon of Sin in a Way honourable to the
Law and Juftice of God ; and 1z him we kave
Redemption thro' bis Blood the Forgivenefs of
Sins.  Hence we read of his purging cur Sins,
and putting away Sin by the Sacrifice of bim-
Jfelf. And, therefore, it is finking the Death
of our glorious Lord, to ferve a very low Pur-
pofe, wiz. to be a Memorial only of an Incli-
nation in God to pardon Sin.  Befides, would
God meet with the Superftition and Prejudices
of the World, who almoft univerfally thought
Sacrifices neceffury to appeafe the offended
Deity ? Or in Compliance to this foolith Pre-
judice of Mankind, would he have the Death of
his Son confidered as a Sacrifice, tho’ it was not
fo in Fat? Abominable, fhocking and horrid
is this! Was it becoming the Wifdom of God,
fo far to countenance the fuperftitious Fears and

abfurd
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abfurd Prejudices of foolith Men, (fo Mr.
Fofter {peaks) who thought that Sin could not
be pardoned without Atonement? Was not
this the ready Way to encourage them to retain
that Prejudice to the Dithonour of the merci-
ful Nature of God, who is difpofed and dcter-
mined, (as our Author thinks) to remit Sin
without any Satisfaction made to his Law or
Juftice ? Farther, this feems to fuppofe, that
if Men had not fallen into the abfurd Opinion,
of the Neceflity of Sacrifices, we fhould never
have been commanded by God, to confider
the Death of his Son, as a Sacrifice, If it is
true, that for this Reafon, we are required to
efteem the Death of Chrift what it was not
in Fac ; the whole Gofpel is a mere Fable, and
unworthy of the Regard of Men. 2. That it
might be a flanding Memorial of the Evil and
Demerit of Sin (*). Anfw, How comes it to
be fuch a Memorial? Was there any Fitnefs
in it to be fuch a Memorial, or to ferve fuchan
important End ? No, it was merely an arbi~
trary Act in God, to appoint it fuch a Memo-
rial.  If Sin had been laid on Chrift, if he
had fuffered in the Room of Sinners, if in fuf-
fering he had been made a Curfe, an Offering
for Sin ; his Death in itfelf would have been a
full Evidence of the evil Nature and dreadful
Demerit of Sin, and it eternally would be a fit
Memorial of the vile Nature of it, and of the
Punifhment it deferves, Each of thefe Things

15
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is affirmed in the holy Scriptures ; but neither
of them Mr. Fofler thinks is true,

3. It feems to have been wifely appointed with
this View likewife, viz. to fuperfede the Ule of
all future Sacrifices ; which extending even to
buman Sacrifices, bad been the moft depraved and
unnatural Branch of beatbhen Superflition (°).

Anfw, The Doctrine of the Neceflity of the
Death of Chrift, who was a Perfon infinitely
glorious, in order to expiate Sin, and wmake
Atonement for it, greatly expoles the Folly of
Mankind, in propofing to appeafe the Wrath
of God by any Thing, which it was in their
Power to offer to him in Sacrifice. Again,
the Account given in the Goipel, that Peace is
made by the Blood of Jefus, 1s a proper Foun-
dation for Tranquility of Mind, and inward
Satisfaction and Joy, tho’ we are confcious of
Guilt and great Unworthinefs : And hence
we clearly difcern, that God as a righteous
Judge requires nothing of us, in Order to
Atonement for our Sins, and the Remiffion of
them, That Chrift, by one Offering batbh
perfected for ever them that are fanttified (*).
This Scripture the Author dreadfully abufes,
when he fays, and, therefore, that it, i. e.
the Death of Chrift, might the better produce
this Effett, viz. fuperfeding the Ufe ot all Sa-
crifices ; particularly, human Sacrifices, awbich
was worthy the Care of infinite Wifdom and
Goodnefs, we are exprefly informed, that “fefus
Chrift hath by one Offering perfected for ievcr

them
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them that are fan@ified. The Senfe according
to Mr. Fofler is this, the Death of Chrift, tho
it was not in fact a Sacrifice, yet fince Men,
through a fuperftitious Dread of the divine
Anger againft Sin, have been perfuaded of
the Neceflity of Sacrifices, they fhall confider
his Death, as a Sacrifice, that they may not
hereafter imagine, that any other Sacrifice, for
Sin is expected of them.

In the laft Place, he compares the Sin of
Adam and its Confequences to his Pofterity,
with the Death of Chrift, and its Effe@s re-
lating to Mankind ; and very wonderful are
the Difcoveries he makes on thefe Subjeéts,
1. He obferves, That Death is a Misfortune,
not @ Punifbment, to which the buman Race
became fubject in Confequence of the Sin of
Adam (®). Anfw. Without Guilt none are
fubjet to Death ; if any are fo, then Death is
not the Wages of Sin, nor does it follow up-
on the Imputation of it ; but in fome Inftances
at leaft, it is inflited without any Charge of
Sin atall.  Both which are falfe: The Apoftle
exprefly afferts, that the Wages of Sin is
Death (*). And he plainly fuppofes, that Sin
is imputed to fuch as die, and that the Imputa-
tion of Sin is the Caufe of their dying, when he
thus exprefles himfelf : Sin is not imputed wwhere
there is no Law: Neverthelefs Death reigned
jrom Adam to Mofes, even over them that bad
not finned after the Similitude of Adam’s
Tranfgrefion (*). Again, the Lofs which

any
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any innocent Perfon may fuftain, in Confe-
quence of another’s Guilt is not of any Thing,
which Innocency entitles to, becaufe it is un-
juft to deprive a guiltlefs Man of what his In-
nocency gives him a proper Right to. The
Children of a Traytor fuffer Lofs, in Confe-
quence of their Father’s Rebellion ; but not of
any Thing which Innocency entitles them to ;
their Right to their Father’s Eftate follows up-
on his Right ; the Father not preferving that
Right in himfelf, by due Subjection and Loy-
alty to his Prince, he cannot convey it to his
Defcendants.  Innocency, according to the
Conftitution of God in his Law, entitled Adam
to Life ; fo long as he continued innocent, fo
long he was free from an Obnoxioufnefs to
Death, And that Law which gave him the
Head and Root, a Right to Life, on Condi-
tion of preferving his Innocency, could not
fubject his Defcendants to Death, without a
Concern in his Guilt. For it is abfurd to fup-
pofe, that one and the fame Law, fhould en-
fure Life to the firft Man, if he did not offend
his Maker, and bring all his Pofterity under a
Sentence of Death, confidered as innocent ;
and, confequently, fince all Mankind are lia~
ble to Death, as an Effe&t of the firft Man’s
Sin, the human Race muft be chargeable with
his Tranfgreffion, in the Senfe of that Confti-
tution and Law. So that Death is not a Mis-
fortune only, but it is a Punifhment in itfelf,
and fuch it remains to all, who are not re-
deem’d by Jefus Chrift, 2. This Misfortune

brongbt



288  Of the Mediation of Chr:J,

brought upon us by the Sin of Adam,is cour:rra
ballanced thro’ Jclus Chrilt—1/y seflorie Lien-
kind to a Poffibility of shtaining ctcrnal Lije (%),
Anfw. Will it be allowed, that the &in of
Adam brought us into any Danger of lofing
eternal Life ? If this is granted, we fall have
more yielded, than we expeQad from this
Perfon ; tho’ the Manner of his {peaking does
fuppofe it, yea, that it was loft; tor that can-
not be faid to be reftored, which is not taken
away, or loft by fome Means or other. But
thofe for whom Chrift died, or aétsin the Capa-
city of a Mediator ; are not only brought into
a poflible State of Salvation; but they are
aCtually, completely, and cternally faved. He
has put away their Sins ; redcemed them from
the Law’s Curfe ; juflifies their Perfons ; gives
them a Right to Heaven ; prepares them for
the Enjoyment of celeftial Glory ; prcferves
them fafe in this World ; and will render them
confummately happy in the next. Farther,
the Author, I fuppofe, means, that God for
the Sake of Chrift will juftify and reward Men
with eternal Lifz, on the Foundation of their
own imperfect Obedience, which is falfe, and
it has been before difproved. 3. Mr. Fofler
apprehends, that the Things advanced are «
proper Explanation of Rom. v, 15, 18, 21,
But he is grofily miftaken: TFor the Things
advanced are not true; and, therefore, they
cannot be a proper Explanation of that, nor

of any other Part of facred Writ. Befides,
the

(*) Page 404
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the Dcath of Chrift is not there treated of;
not a Word relating to it is mentioned in that
Place. The Apoftle in that Portion of Scrip-
ture, limits his Difcourfe to the Difobedience
of Adam, and its EffeCts upon us; and to the
Obedience of Chrift, and the happy Fruits ari-
fing to us, from the Imputation of that Obe-
dience, and our being juftified thereby. No-
thing at all is faid of his Death and Sacrifice ;
and, therefore, this Obfervation is imperti-
nent ; it neither ferves to cxplain that Place,
nor to confirm what he withes to eftablifth,
4. His Dcath may be much more properly de-
Jeribed as a Sacrifice, than any Offering of
brute Creatures; which bad no fuch Efficacy,
viz, to render the obtaining of eternal Life
pofiible to Men. 4nfw. According to him,
the Death of Chrift, in itfelf, hath no fuch
Eflicacy, any more than they had. All the
Efficacy {fpoken of, and that is not much, is
of the Appointment of God ; or it is the Eftect
of his arbitrary Pleafure ; which is not only
falfe, but ablurd, as it feems to me. What
A&ions are in their own Nature, that they
will for ever remain, no Appointment can
alter them : And the Acions of an intelligent
Being, cannot be attended with greater Worth
and Eflicacy, than is proper to the Nature of
the A&s ot fuch a Creature, by Vertue of any
Appointment or Decree  whatfoever,  If,
therefore, the Death of Chrift, was not a
proper Sacrifice, if it had not in itfelf, cr in its
nown Nature, Efficacy to take away Sin, ato;c
or
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for it, and fave Sinners, no Appointient
could make it a Sacrifice, nor give Lfficacy to
it. ’Tis one Thing to fay, that fomething is
accepted in the room of another ; and quite
different to affirm, that the Thing fo accepted,
becomes and may be efteemed that very Thing
which it is accepted in the Stead of. And to
afiert, that the Death of Chrift, is to be con-
fidered under the Notion and Charater of a
Sacrifice, tho’ it was not fuch, becaufe God
accepts 1t in the Room of a Sacrifice, is ad-
vancing a dire&t Abfurdity. And the Death
of Chrift canrot properly be called a Sacrifice,
or an Offering for Sin, without an Imputation
of Sin to him, unlefs he bore the Curfe it fub-
je€ts us to, and underwent the Penalty that
Sin demerits ; all which Mr. Igfler denies:
And, thercfore, tho’ he procecds to fay, that
the Phrafcs of our being redeemed by bis Blood,
and reconciled to God by the Death of his Son,
muft appear to bave a clear and very emphatis
cal Mcaning ; they can have no fuch Meaning,
that is agreeable to the Idea of Redemption,
and Reconciliation, by the Oftering of Sacri-
fice. It is mere trifling, to fpeak of the Death
of Chrift nnder facrifical Terms ; and explain
away the Idea of a Sacrifice in Relation to his
Death. How can it be a Sacrifice for Sin,
without Atonement ; without Reconciliation,
and the Security of thofe Perfons from Wrath
and Punifhment, on whofe Account he be-
came a Sin-offering ? It isas rational to confider
and efteein our Saviour a King, without his

exercifing
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exercifing any regal Power and Authority, as
it is to confider him a Sacrifice in his Death,
without his being made Sin and a Curfe. I
have confidered what Mr. Foffer objets to our
Opinions ; and what he ofters in the Explica-
tion and Defence of his own, on various Sub-
je@s: And I hope, that our Sentiments are
fully cleared of thofe Abfurdities he imputes
to them ; and that the pernicious and dange-
rous Principles he advances, are fufficiently ex-
pofed and refuted. But that 1 leave with the
Reader to determine, as he fhall fee Reafon
upon due Examination,
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